Chair Abrams, Vice ChairMiller, RankingMember Thomas and members of the House
Public Safety Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the substitute version of House
Bill 1.

| urge you to reject this bill, as it is wrong to restrict the rights of someone based on
where they happened to be born rather than based on what they have done. A blanket
prohibition based on country of origin is unfair and unwise. It assumes ill intent based
on the happenstance of where you were born. That kind of approach to public safety
punishes many people who pose no risk to public safety while placing no restriction on
others who might pose a risk but were not born in the targeted place of origin.

This is the kind of thinking which led to the Japanese internment in World War Il, one of
the worst injustices in American history. You should reject this bill as an unjust broad-
brush approach which would hurt Ohio’s economy without substantially increasing
public safety. Prejudice and discrimination based on national origin is the wrong
approach and damages our society’s reputation as a place of fairness under due
process of law.

Dan Zavon
Cincinnati, Ohio



