Testimony Against Substitute H.B. 1

Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public
Safety Committee:

My name is Zhiguo Xie, and I have called Ohio home for 15 years. My journey in this country began
as a graduate student, and I now serve as an educator at a major institution of higher education in this
state. | am writing to express my strenuous opposition to Substitute House Bill 1. This legislation
threatens to create a "chilling effect" that fundamentally undermines Ohio’s status as a global
destination for talent, innovation, and investment.

While framed as a security measure, the sub bill’s prohibition on property ownership within ten miles
of "critical infrastructure" functions as a de facto statewide ban. In a modern industrial state like
Ohio, infrastructure such as water treatment plants, cell towers, telecommunication lines, fiber-optic
networks, and electrical grids is ubiquitous. Because a ten-mile radius from such infrastructure
covers massive swaths of residential land, it becomes a legal impossibility for international talent
from designated countries to find a home near their place of employment. By stripping these
individuals of their ability to settle here, we are effectively signaling that they are not welcome to
contribute to this Buckeye state.

I particularly would like to highlight the following risks this bill poses to our state’s future:

e Economic Vulnerability: Ohio’s economy currently faces a projected $200 million loss due
to declining international enrollment.! This bill will only exacerbate this already alarming
trend. Our public colleges and universities rely heavily on these students — most of whom
pay out-of-state tuition and additional fees — to subsidize education costs for local Ohioans
and fund essential campus operations.

o Collapse of Talent Pipeline: We are already in a crisis of attracting the best brains. First-
year international enrollment at OSU recently plummeted by more than a third, with similar
over 30% declines at many other public institutions in the state.? This bill would accelerate
this "brain drain," depleting the highly skilled demographic that fuels our technology and
engineering sectors.

e Crippling Innovation Ecosystem: Research labs depend on the world’s brightest STEM
minds. If a doctoral researcher cannot own a home near the lab where they are developing
breakthroughs in engineering, medicine, or energy, they will take their intellectual property
to a competing state or country.

In sum, House Bill 1 creates a "closed door" policy that will be felt for generations. I respectfully
urge this committee to prioritize Ohio’s economic competitiveness and our standing as a leader in
research by voting NO on the legislation. Thank you!

! https://signalcleveland.org/fewer-international-students-could-mean-ohio-colleges-
fall/#:~:text=Curious%?20about%20how%?20the%20Statehouse,international %20college%20students%20this%20fall
2 https://woub.org/2025/11/03/enrollment-trending-up-ohio-universities-notable-exception/
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