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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House
Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today in
opposition to HB 1.

I am Kristie Ortiz, Managing Attorney for the Housing and Community Economic
Development program with Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. Advocates for Basic
Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE) is a nonprofit law firm that pursues justice and equity, facilitates
access to opportunities for people with low incomes through passionate legal
representation, and provides steadfast advocacy for systemic reform.

In 1851, Ohio’s forefathers penned the following: “All men are, by nature, free and
independent, and have certain inalienable rights, among which are those of enjoying and
defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and seeking and
obtaining happiness and safety. “This from is Article 1, Section 1 of the Ohio Constitution.
The Bill violates the letter and spirit of our State Constitution and both the Equal Protection
Clause of the 14th Amendment and the Fair Housing Act of 1968, the property ownership
restrictions violate the Fair Housing Act because they discriminate based on a person’s
national origin and violate the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, as
the restrictions are not narrowly tailored to serve any compelling government interest.

We recognize the importance of national security; however, this bill greatly exaggerates the
threat that immigrants pose to our critical infrastructure. The immigrant population in Ohio
and external foreign investors have contributed to the financial success of Ohio. Despite
only comprising 5% of the population, 15% of all Ohio Business owners and 6% of the Ohio
workforce were born outside of the United States. Ohio has over 322,900 Ohioans
employed by global companies. '

In 2024, some 264,000 immigrants, or about 40% of all immigrants in Ohio, are U.S.
citizens. About 154,000 are lawful permanent residents, and 67,000 are temporary
immigrants (including nonimmigrant visa holders and international students). Some 6% of

T Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), Survey of Current Business, Activities of U.S. Affiliates of Foreign
Multinational Enterprises in 2020, released August 2023.



Ohio’s labor force are immigrants, including 7% of the construction industry, 18% of
agriculture, 7% of manufacturing, 8% of business services, and 6% of leisure and
hospitality. Altogether they generated about $7.2 billion in annual taxes paid and about
$22.9 billion in Annual Spending Power 2

HB 1 would prohibit law-abiding residents who are productive members of our society from
owning a home in the state in which they work. This bill would make it harder for Ohio’s
employers and universities to attract the best talent from across the globe.

Other states have passed variations of this bill, Kentucky HB 315, Indiana 1183, and Florida
SB264, HB1 would be the strictest of them all. Therefore, itis highly likely that its
enforcement would be challenged in the Courts, which could result in it being found
unconstitutional. | believe this should give you pause as the cost of defending this bill in
court, the decrease in tax revenue, and spending power, all may undermine the critical
infrastructure this bill is aimed to protect. Lastly, this bill would be an unfunded mandate
as the costs of monitoring and enforcement would fall to local governments who do not
have sufficient resources for such monitoring and enforcement actions.

If the Committee is set on passing this bill, | recommend including an exclusion for
permanent residents, H1-B, J1, and F1 visas holders; as the right to own property is a basic
human right. Moreover, HB 1 requires the Secretary of State to compile a registry of foreign
adversaries and restricted persons, the legislation should also require the creation of a
publicly accessible map or database of protected property or critical infrastructure
facilities and a notice provision to inform individuals of the bill’s restrictions before they
move forward with the purchase or sale of a property as was added to Senate Bill 88.
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2FWD.us is a bipartisan political organization founded by leaders in technology and business communities
that believe America’s families, communities, and economy thrive when more individuals are able to achieve
their full potential. To learn more, go to www.fwd.us. Data sources: FWD.us analysis of augmented 2023
American Community Survey data with immigrant status assignment according to FWD.us methodology and
adjustments for 2024 population estimates (fwd.us/acs-methodology). Estimates may differ slightly from U.S.
Census Bureau estimates because of adjustments made for undocumented immigrants and other immigrant
groups, including most recent arrivals. For more information or additional data analysis, email data@fwd.us






