Written Testimony in Opposition to House Bill 1 (Ohio Property Protection Act)

To: The House Public Safety Committee

From: Max Swartout

Date: March 16, 2026

Re: Opposition to the Current Form of House Bill 1

Chairman Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and Members of the
Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony regarding House Bill 1. | understand
and respect the fundamental purpose of this legislation. Protecting our local military assets and
critical infrastructure from espionage, sabotage, and communications attacks is a valid and
necessary goal for our state’s security.

However, | must firmly oppose the bill in its current form. In its broad attempt to secure our state,
HB 1 unintentionally sweeps up hardworking individuals who are lawfully living and working
here, and in doing so risks undermining fundamental principles of fairness and opportunity that
define our society.

The Unintended Impact on Ohio’s Essential Workers and Scholars

By placing a blanket prohibition on individuals who hold citizenship in a designated foreign
adversary, HB 1 fails to distinguish between foreign governments and ordinary people who are
legally building lives in Ohio. The bill provides no exceptions for Lawful Permanent Residents
(green card holders) or visa holders.

This has real consequences for the lifeblood of our local institutions. | am thinking particularly of
the doctors and medical researchers at the Cleveland Clinic, the graduate and professional
students at Case Western Reserve University and Cleveland State University, and the
professors and students enriching our communities in Kent and Akron.

These individuals are here legally. They are treating our sick, educating our students, driving
innovation, and paying taxes. Functionally barring them from homeownership in many Ohio
communities is unjust and risks harming Ohio’s economy, workforce stability, and global
competitiveness.

The Reality of Urban Real Estate and Families
The bill defines “protected property” to include land located within a twenty-five-mile radius of
military installations and critical infrastructure facilities. In practice, this covers large portions of

Ohio’s major metropolitan areas, where critical infrastructure is inherently concentrated.

Yet, the bill provides no exceptions for standard, everyday housing.



Condominiums and small residential lots: Under HB 1, a lawful permanent resident from a
restricted country would be prohibited from purchasing a basic condominium or modest home in
cities such as Cleveland or Akron.

Spouses and domestic partners: The bill provides no exception for joint home purchases
involving a U.S. citizen and a spouse or domestic partner who is a permanent resident or visa
holder. Families should not be blocked from purchasing a family home solely because of one
partner’s country of citizenship.

These outcomes go well beyond targeting hostile governments or bad actors and instead affect
ordinary families trying to put down roots in Ohio.

Proposed Amendments

Ohio can protect its security interests without sacrificing its values. | respectfully urge the
committee to amend HB 1 with the following common-sense changes:

e Remove the blanket ban on individual citizens: Maintain strict prohibitions on foreign
governments, foreign-headquartered businesses, and individuals on specific terrorist or
adversary watchlists, while avoiding punishment of everyday legal residents.

e Create a residential exception: Exempt condominiums and residential properties under
three acres from the definition of “protected property.”

e Protect mixed-status families: Explicitly allow spouses and domestic partners of U.S.
citizens to jointly purchase residential property.

We must ensure that in defending Ohio, we do not abandon the principles of fairness,
opportunity, and individual liberty that define us. | respectfully urge the committee to amend
House Bill 1 before advancing it further.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to the people of Ohio.



