Ohio HB 1 Property Protection Act

Thank you Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, and members of the Public
Safety Committee. My name is Michael Lucci and | am the Founder of State
Armor. We work with state leaders to develop security and resilience policies
to protect the U.S. against foreign threats.

| will speak to the importance of this reform for three reasons. First, the
property protection is essential for itself. Second, Ohio needs to get on to
additional critical reforms. Third, Ohio needs to overcome the obvious “united
front” political warfare that is the CCP party-state’s effort to interfere in
democratic societies. In fact, the Jamestown Foundation’s recent report
“Harnessing the People: Mapping Overseas United Front Work in Democratic
States finds 1,000 organizations within the U.S. that ultimately follow orders
from the CCP. Many of them are applying pressure upon many of you. Let that
fact digest: dozens of agents of a communist adversary are openly interfering
within Ohio’s politics.

Property

Ohio’s large population, strategic location, industrial mix, critical
military installations and new defense tech investments make it essential for
Ohio to enact a property protection law. Recent examples of security
vulnerabilities from around the country, including at Whiteman AFB,
Barksdale AFB, Grand Forks AFB, Laughlin AFB, and scores of other examples
reinforce the importance of this law for the security of Ohioans.

Ohio’s property protection law is overdue. In November, a Daily Caller
expose found likely Chinese intelligence agents owned a trailer park adjacent
to Whiteman AFB. The Missouri Sec State has cancelled their business
license. In January, another likely CCP intelligence agent was found in
ownership of two golf courses — one on either side of Barksdale AFB. The CCP
was blocked from building grain silos in North Dakota near Grand Forks AFB
and wind turbines in Texas next to Laughlin. There are likely similar such



incidents occurring in Ohio, and the company that tried to build in Grand
Forks has been trying to build here, but is anyone looking or enforcing?

Critical infrastructure undoubtedly comes under the same
vulnerabilities to both direct and remote access attacks. And with Anduril
building combat platforms here which they intend to fly off Ohio runways and
send directly into combat in the Pacific, you can be sure Ohio will be a top
target for sabotage in the event of a foreign conflict.

Other reforms

To that point, Ohio has held this property protection proposalin
consideration for several years. In the meantime, other states solved this
problem and advanced to enact dozens of additional solutions, all as critical
as this one. For example, Indiana was profiled last week for enacted 4 security
solutions, including FARA, property, procurement and higher ed protections.
also last week, Florida enacted significant reforms to block China’s political
warfare, building upon their already-strong record dating back to 2021. Utah
just enacted new protections to critical infrastructure. These reforms have
been rapid and bipartisan across all these states. Texas last year enacted 15
reforms ranging from genetic protection to transnational repression to
pension divestment to preparing for a fallout of a pacific conflict. In fact, when
Texas heard their equivalent of this bil, they also heard 10 other bills focused
on the CCP threat *in the same committee in the same day.* Nebraska has
enacted as many reforms as Texas on similar topics, and this year is breaking
new ground on protecting critical infrastructure and countering financial
warfare from the CCP. Meanwhile, state legislatures are empowering their
attorneys general to pursue fraud cases in technologies tied to the CCP, and
dozens of such cases have commenced across the U.S.

United Front interference

Finally | want to point again to the Jamestown Foundation’s report,
“Harnessing the People: Mapping Overseas United Front Work in Democratic
States.” There are 1,000 united front organizations in the US all tasked with
different forms of political interference. They produce propaganda,



compromise officials, organize against legislation like yours, and in short they
pursue the Chinese Communist Party’s geopolitical strategy here in your
statehouse. They have been piling criticism and invective upon Ohio, saying
you’re racist, saying you’re destroying economic growth, saying you are
breaking the American dream of immigration.

Nonsense. Don’t believe any of it. These are CCP talking points you can
pull right out of their state media. You need to protect your state, and to be as
crystal clear as possible, you need to protect the Chinese diaspora in Ohio
against the communist thugs that the CCP will send for them. For one factin
all of this is crystal clear: the first and greatest victim of the Chinese
Communist Party is the Chinese people themselves. And that includes
Chinese-Americans in Ohio.

China’s leader claims all of them as “sons and daughters” of his empire
if they have a drop of Chinese blood. He says they are not Ohioans and
Americans, they are ultimately his subjects and he controls them. Communist
Chinais enacting new laws as we speak to codify what I’'m telling you is
happening on top of other such laws and policy declarations that already
exist. They believe they should dictate outcomes in this statehouse, and they
believe they should be able to do whatever they want to the Chinese diaspora
community. And they will unless you stop them.

Imagine Soviet agents flooding your statehouse in the 1970s, or Nazis
flooding your state house in the 1940s calling you racist, saying you’re
destroying the American dream, and threatening the diaspora community in
Ohio. It would be unacceptable then, and it is unacceptable now. You must
move forward, conquer this foreign interference into Ohio’s politics, enact
property protection, and move on to dozens of overdue reforms to stop the
threat the Chinese Communist Party poses to Ohio.



