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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public
Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill
1, Ohio’s Property Protection Act.

Foreign persons connected to adversary nations purchasing land near military installations and
critical infrastructure presents a clear risk to our communities and national security. Facilities
such as refineries, power generation plants, water treatment facilities, and military bases are vital
assets that must be protected.

H.B. 1 establishes commonsense safeguards by restricting certain foreign adversaries from
acquiring agricultural land or property located within ten miles of military installations and
critical infrastructure. The legislation also strengthens enforcement by allowing county
prosecutors or the Ohio Attorney General to investigate violations and take action when
necessary. Additionally, the bill aligns Ohio’s protections with federal national security
determinations when identifying foreign adversaries.

The threat posed by the Chinese Communist Party and other adversarial governments is not new.
Having spent 32 years in military service, I can say that the United States military and
intelligence community have been monitoring these efforts for decades.

Other states have already taken action. Twenty four states have enacted laws addressing foreign
ownership of sensitive land, and several passed new legislation just last year. Ohio should take
similar steps to protect our strategic assets.

House Bill 1 is a prudent and necessary step to safeguard Ohio’s land, infrastructure, and military
installations from potential exploitation by foreign adversaries.

Chair Abrams and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify. I would be
happy to answer any questions.
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