
Dear Chair Abram and members of the Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Yuxing Wang, and I am speaking today on 

behalf of AWARE Ohio. We are here because we care deeply about the future of our state and 

the people who call Ohio home. 

Through our work at AWARE Ohio, including community conversations, public education 

efforts, and statewide dialogue, we hear deep concern from immigrants, international students, 

scholars, and long-time residents about policies that may affect their sense of stability and 

belonging. Our organization focuses on fostering understanding, encouraging civic participation, 

and creating spaces where people from different backgrounds can engage constructively with one 

another. These conversations consistently highlight how important it is for individuals and 

families to feel welcome, to build their futures in Ohio, and to contribute fully to their 

communities. 

Substitute HB 1 sends a message to many of these neighbors that they may never fully belong. 

The bill’s prohibition on property ownership within ten miles of an extremely broad range of so-

called “critical infrastructure” may sound technical on paper. But in real life, it means 

uncertainty. It means a graduate student wondering whether they can safely put down roots after 

years of study. It means a young professional questioning whether Ohio is a place where they 

can build a future. It means families are hesitating to invest in homes and communities because 

the rules may suddenly change based on where they come from. 

Housing is more than a financial asset. It represents stability, dignity, and the possibility of long-

term commitment to a place. When people buy homes, they are not just making investments — 

they are making promises. Promises to stay, to contribute, and to care about their neighborhoods 

and their neighbors. Policies that broadly restrict who can make those promises risk weakening 

the very social fabric that holds our communities together. 

We also fear the unintended consequences for Ohio’s future. Ohio’s future depends on our 

ability to attract talent, investment, and innovation in an increasingly competitive global 

economy. Universities, hospitals, research centers, and businesses rely on global connections and 

diverse talent. Legislation that creates uncertainty about basic stability — such as housing and 

long-term settlement — may quietly influence where students enroll, where professionals work, 

and where companies invest. 

AWARE Ohio fully recognizes that national security is a serious responsibility. We believe 

Ohioans can be both safe and fair. Thoughtful, targeted approaches that address clearly 

demonstrated risks are far more effective than sweeping restrictions that affect thousands of law-

abiding individuals. Security and inclusion are not opposing values — they are both essential to a 

strong and confident state. 

At its heart, this discussion is about what kind of Ohio we want to be. Do we want to be a state 

that closes doors out of fear, or one that builds trust, opportunity, and shared prosperity? Do we 



want to send a message of exclusion, or one of confidence in the people who are choosing to 

invest their lives here? 

We ask you to consider these long-term consequences and respectfully urge you to vote NO on 

Substitute HB 1. 

Thank you for your time and your thoughtful consideration. 

 


