Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, Thank you for the opportunity to
provide proponent testimony on House Resolution 148

| want you to picture a bright, curious child-full of life, laughter, and dreams. Now imagine
that child or another child finding an unsecured firearm in a drawer or laying around. In a
matter of seconds, that life can be changed forever.

This is not hypothetical. Across our nation, children are unintentionally injured or killed
every year because a firearm was left unsecured. One of those children was Amya Frazier.
Amya was 11 years old when her life was tragically taken by a gun she was shot on Dec 5™
by her cousin finding his dad’s gun. Amya’s 14-year-old sister seen it happen. She held
Amya in her arms crying telling her to hold on. 3 days later Amya’s mom was told to have
her sisters come say goodbye. Amya’s 14 ,8,7 yr old twins had to come say goodbye to their
sister. Her mom clinging on every last second praying to God to let her daughter live, but
she passed away on Dec 8 2025. She was far too young to die, and her loss has left an
immeasurable void in the hearts of all who loved her. Her 14-year-old sister still has
nightmares, going to therapy, she can’t sleep because every time she closes her eyes, she
sees Amya lying in a pool of blood while begging her to hold on for dear life.

Amya loved soccer and butterflies. She brought kindness and joy wherever she went. She
was thoughtful, lovable, and kind to everyone she met. To know Amya was to love her, and
she was deeply cherished by her family and all who had the privilege of knowing her. This is
all we have of Amya. Pictures and memories. Her sister’s last memory will haunt her
forever.

Today | come to you not only as someone who loved Amya but as her grandmother, asking
for your support to pass this law.

No family should have to endure the pain of losing a child the way we lost Amya.

Every year in the United States, hundreds of children gain access to loaded, unsecured
firearms. According to CDC, firearms are now the leading cause of death for children and
teens in our country.

This is not about taking away anyone’s rights. It’s about responsibility- the same
responsibility we expect when someone drives a car, owns a swimming pool, or keeps
dangerous chemicals in their home.

Protecting children is not a partisan - it’s a morel one. Whether you are Democrat,
Republican, or Independent, we can all agree: no parent should have to bury their child
because a gun was left unlocked.



We have the power to stop these tragedies before they happen. We have the data, the
tools, and the moral obligation to protect our children.

I urge you to support HR 148. Help stop accidental shootings, Help protect our children.
Let’s make sure that the future we hand to our children is one where they are safe in their
own homes. Because protecting our children is not just good policy-it is our sacred duty
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