Proponent Testimony for HR 148: Urge Ohioans to Safety Store and Secure
Firearms

Patricia Krummrich

| am a longtime time Ohio voter, health care provider and mother of 2. My
brother Chief Warrant Officer 2" class, Karl Phares, committed suicide in 2020. |
am also the bereaved mother of a 15 year old daughter. | dedicate this testimony
to the memory of Amyah Fraizer who was accidentally shot by her cousin, on Dec.
5% when he picked up an unsecured gun at a family home

Thank you, Reps. Brewer and Deeter for sponsoring this bill.

This testimony is not just about the individual victims of gun violence in Ohio. It is
about you, the Ohio legislators, trusted by the people of Ohio to protect our
children, vulnerable veterans and beloved family members. You finally have a
chance to stand clearly on the side of common sense gun safety, without
infringing in any way on the 2" amendment, without risking your political careers
and without angering the gun industry. There is no “slippery slide” here. You can
act in solidarity with bipartisan colleagues in this House to pass HR 148. But you
have to make the choice and break the habit of pushing back every time “gun
safety” is mentioned.

Why even bother passing a resolution that has no legal enforcement provision?
Because what you say matters. We could pass 10 bills but we can’t have police in
every home making sure everyone follows those laws. Passing this Resolution will
cause headlines and discussion. Both Republicans and Democrats across the state
will hear your voice saying, “it’s important to store your guns out of the hands of
children”. Some people will absorb the message and some gunowners will take
that extra 2 or 3 minutes to secure their gun after having it out. As a result, many
children and veterans at risk of suicide will survive. You can set the example from
the top. You can break the attitude of “Us vs. Them”, R vs. D, that surrounds gun
safety. You will never know the names of those you save but you will surely see
the names of those you cast aside if you do not take a stand now.

Please pass HR 148.



Thank you, Pat Krummrich



