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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the committee,
thank you for giving me an opportunity to provide written testimony in support of H.R. 148.

I am an Ohio voter and gun violence prevention is a very important issue to me as | believe it
should be for this legislature. In 2024, the CDC conducted a study and found that many firearm
owners in the United States do not securely store their guns, even when the weapon is kept
loaded and there are children in the home. In 2021, gun violence replaced car crashes as the
leading killer of American children.

From January 3 to March 18 of this year, there have been 21 unintentional shootings in Ohio
causing one death and 23 injuries. These tragedies happened in places like Chillicothe,
Ontario, Maineville, Sandusky and North Olmsted. (Gun Violence Archive, 2026)

A state-by-state analysis of the 3,580 unintentional shootings by children from 2015 to 2024
reveals a tremendous range throughout the country. The 10 states with the highest rates of
unintentional shootings per 1 million residents younger than 18 were Louisiana, Mississippi,
Tennessee, Missouri, South Carolina, Alabama, Alaska, Ohio, Indiana, and Georgia.
(Everytown for Gun Safety Report, 2015-2024) That is not a Top Ten list that any of us should
be proud to be on.

HR 148 encourages responsible gun ownership,will save the lives of children and adults in Ohio
and does not infringe on Second Amendment rights. | support HR 148 and urge this committee
to do so.



