
I am an Ohio voter, a registered Ohio Republican, and soon to be a 
parent. When car crashes were the leading cause of death for children in 
Ohio, Ohio mandated safer seatbelts, and then air bags, and then safer car 
seats. None of these mandates infringed anyone’s right to buy a car, own a 
car, or drive a car. They curtailed no rights at all. All they curtailed was the 
number of fatalities in car accidents, especially among our children. 

Today, the leading cause of child mortality in Ohio is firearms. In 
every locale that mandates safe gun storage, fewer children die from 
gunfire. Safe gun storage does not infringe anyone’s right to buy a gun, 
own a gun, or fire a gun. It would curtail no rights at all. The only thing it will 
curtail is firearm deaths, especially among our children. 

HR 148 doesn’t mandate safe gun storage. All it does is issue a 
resolution encouraging gun owners to safely secure their guns. That’s it: it 
offers reasonable advice (and quietly at that). It is literally the very least you 
can do to make children safer in Ohio. Every Democrat, Independent, and 
Republican ought to enthusiastically support safe gun storage in Ohio. 
 
Dr. Steve Bein 
Dayton, OH 


