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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, thank you for the opportunity to 

write proponent testimony for HR148, a resolution to urge the public to safely store and secure 

firearms. 

My name is Michelle Heym, and over a decade ago, the Sandy Hook school shooting happened 

where 20 children, and six educators were massacred nestled in there classrooms, because a 

troubled young man had access to his mom’s firearms.  They were not stored secure or safely, 

out of the hands of an individual who was a danger to himself or others.   

26 lives lost in minutes. 

I was a stay at home mom, whose kids were on lockdown in school an hour away, before 

“lockdown” was a common term in our vernacular. 

I am urging you as lawmakers for the citizens of Ohio, if you are truly for the public safety of all 

of us, Ohioans, you will help us , you will care about us, and sign onto this resolution to 

encourage Ohioans to safely store and secure firearms so that they don’t get in the hands of the 

most vulnerable, our children.  Firearms are the leading cause of death for children in the 

United States. 

Since Sandy Hook, there have been countless lives lost to an unsecure firearm in Ohio.  You’ve 

heard the stories.  But they are not stories.  They are people’s lives lost forever.  A curious 

toddler in Cleveland finds a firearm in a couch,  “Hey what’s this mom,” shoots his baby brother, 

gone. A Mother in Columbus who couldn’t even breath because her precious 11 year old 

daughter was unintentionally shot and killed with an unsecure firearm.  A firearm that wasn’t 

stored safely around children.  The pregnant mom in Norwalk, Ohio shot by her two year old.  

Mom dead and unborn baby dead.  What if it was your family member,  your mom, your child? 

 Over 130 people are killed everyday in America by gun violence.  

https://everytownresearch.org/category/research-explained/  Let’s try to make a dent in those 

statistics for the children of Ohio.   

Thank you again for your time and consideration. 
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