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 I am an Ohio voter, a retired teacher and a volunteer lead for Be SMART. I support HR 148 for 
three reasons. The first reason I support HR 148 is because gun violence is the number one 
cause of death of children in Ohio. As an Ohio voter I know that secure gun storage is a simple 
and doable way to reduce the number of children that die because of easy access to firearms 
while at the same time it doesn’t impede the constitutional rights of gun owners.The second 
reason why I support HR 148 is because of my experience as a classroom teacher. Two of my 
students were involved in the murder of a classmate because the two students were able to 
steal a gun from the home of a relative. An elementary student in my district was able to bring a 
gun to school because it was not stored securely and two of my students died by suicide 
because of access to unsecured firearms. The last reason I support HR 148 is because of my 
volunteer work after my retirement with Everytown; specifically the Be SMART program. The 
evidence that can be found at the Be SMART for Kids website overwhelmingly supports secure 
gun storage as an effective way to reduce unintentionally shootings, suicide and school 
shootings involving our children. In conclusion, I  encourage all state legislators to support HR 
148 because no child should die for the constitutional rights of an adult who irresponsibly allows 
a child access to a firearm simply because Ohio does not have a law in place that enforces 
common sense, responsible gun ownership.  


