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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and all members of the House Public
Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to support House Resolution 148.

My name is Amy Bradley, | am the Director of State Policy at Sandy Hook Promise. Sandy Hook
Promise is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization led by several family members whose loved
ones were killed in the tragic mass shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School on December 14,
2012. SHP was created with the mission of educating and empowering youth and adults to
prevent violence in schools, homes, and communities.

Secure storage is an effective prevention strategy. Households that own firearms and store
their weapons securely can help keep guns away from children, thereby reducing the risk of
accidental discharges, firearm-related suicides, and firearms being brought into schools.
Notably, approximately 82% of firearm suicides among adolescents involve a gun owned by a
family member1, underscoring how family access directly influences risk.

We have seen several unfortunate incidents in Ohio where children gain unintentional access to
a firearm, leading to tragedies. One example that has moved Sandy Hook Promise deeply is the
June 2023 accidental shooting of Laura llg, thirty-three weeks pregnant at the time. This mother
was fatally shot by her 2-year-old when he accidentally discharged an unsecured gun.2

1 Do not risk new tragedy; lock all guns. (2025). Retrieved from
https://www.vindy.com/opinion/editorials/2025/08/do-not-risk-new-tragedy-lock-all-guns/

2 2-year-old son fatally shoots pregnant mom, Norwalk police say. (2023, June 20). Retrieved
from https://www.cleveland19.com/2023/06/20/2-year-old-son-fatally-shoots-pregnant-mom-
norwalk-police-say/




Over the past decade, Ohio has recorded more than 200 unintentional shootings by children,
ranking OH third highest in the nation3. A child who finds an unsecured firearm can injure or kill
themselves, a sibling, a friend, or a parent. These outcomes reflect what can happen when
safety measures are not in place, and they illustrate why education on this topic is critically
important.

The goal of preventing these outcomes illustrates why HR148 is important to Ohio. After all,
consistently responsible gun ownership aligns with the state’s commitment to the Second
Amendment more closely than the sadness that follows when a child accidentally discharges a
gun, or when a young person completes suicide by firearm, or when a minor takes a gun to
school.

Sandy Hook Promise asks you to help set the expectation that responsible gun ownership
means securing your firearm in the home, on your person and in your car. HR 148 is an
important reflection of this expectation and the right choice for current and future residents of
this state. Data shows the support for secure storage is strong across all political parties and all
regions of Ohio. Attached to my testimony is an infographic demonstrating this strong support.

Please support House Resolution 148. Thank you for your time.

1. Testa, A., & Mungia, R. (2025). Integrating firearm secure storage counseling into dental
practice. The Journal of the American Dental Association, 156(5), 420—423.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.adaj.2025.02.010

2. 2-year-old son fatally shoots pregnant mom, Norwalk police say. (2023, June 20). Retrieved

from https://www.cleveland19.com/2023/06/20/2-year-old-son-fatally-shoots-pregnant-mom-
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3. Do not risk new tragedy; lock all guns. (2025). Retrieved from
https://www.vindy.com/opinion/editorials/2025/08/do-not-risk-new-tragedy-lock-all-guns/

1. 3Do not risk new tragedy; lock all guns. (2025). Retrieved from
https://www.vindy.com/opinion/editorials/2025/08/do-not-risk-new-tragedy-lock-all-
uns
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In 2023, Sandy Hook Promise helped conduct a statewide poll in Ohio. The
poll surveyed 1,100 registered Ohio voters about their feelings on secure
storage. This poll reflects various demographics backgrounds. Namely, 40%
were Republicans, 30% were Democrats, and 30% were Independents.
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