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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public
Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill
714, which seeks to refine and enhance the governing laws on vehicular assault and yielding to
pedestrians.

House Bill 714 is bipartisan legislation that amends sections 2903.08, 2903.081, 4511.14, and
4511.46 of the Ohio Revised Code to strengthen pedestrian protections, clarify driver
responsibilities, and improve accountability for dangerous driving behaviors. This legislation
provides clarity and consistency in Ohio’s traffic laws, particularly regarding pedestrian right-of-
way and vehicular offenses that result in serious harm.

House Bill 714 does the following:

1.) Clarifies the legal standard when a driver must yield to pedestrians. Under current law,
there’s significant ambiguity that can lead to confusion and inconsistent enforcement. The
bill clarifies this gap and ensures that when a pedestrian lawfully enters a crosswalk,
drivers must stop and yield regardless of lane configuration or the presence of an electric
walk signal.

2.) Modestly increases the misdemeanor penalties for drivers who fail to yield to pedestrians.

3.) Modernizes and clarifies statutory language governing pedestrian “walk” and “do not
walk” signals, aligning Ohio law with current traffic control practices and improving
consistency across jurisdictions.

4.) This bill fills the vacuum when physical harm results from the negligent operation of a
vehicle by creating a misdemeanor offense for negligent vehicular assault.



This legislation maintains all existing felony penalties and mandatory prison terms for the most
serious offenses. It does not weaken current law; rather, it ensures that harmful conduct is
addressed proportionately across the full spectrum of behavior.

House Bill 714 also sustains the pedestrian’s duty if crossing outside of a crosswalk. They must
yield to all vehicles on the roadway. Pedestrians cannot suddenly leave a curb or place of safety
and walk or run into the path of a vehicle that is too close to stop in time. See Section
4511.48(B), and for other pedestrian duties.

Moreover, in Ohio, pedestrians still have a general duty of care to exercise reasonable caution for
their own safety, which includes using crosswalks, obeying traffic signals, and not suddenly
stepping into traffic. See, for example, OAC 3335-21-10.

At its core, House Bill 714 is about safety, clarity, and accountability. It provides clear guidance
to drivers, stronger protections for pedestrians, and appropriate consequences when those
protections are violated.

Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public
Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify. We are happy to answer any
questions you may have.



