HB 667 — The Reagan Tokes & Patrick Heringer Act
Testimony of Carrie Carpenter

Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public
Safety Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 667, the Reagan Tokes
and Patrick Heringer Act.

My name is Carrie Carpenter, and | am Patrick Heringer’s sister.

To the loved ones of Reagan Tokes, | am so deeply sorry. We are connected by a loss no family
should ever have to endure.

To this committee, I’d like to ask you to consider something for a moment.

Think of the person in your life who is your constant... your anchor.
The one who knows you, who always shows up for you, who has been there through the best and
worst moments of your life, who loves you unconditionally.

Picture them clearly.
Now imagine that, without warning, they are taken from you.

Not by illness.

Not by accident.

But by another person — someone who should never have had the opportunity to harm them in the
first place.

That is what happened to my family.
Patrick was taken from us in an act of violence that should never have been possible.
And what makes this loss even more difficult to carry is knowing that it was preventable.

The person responsible had removed an ankle monitor.
There were warrants.
There were breakdowns in communication and supervision.

Breakdowns that House Bill 667 is desighed to address.

This bill ensures that when warrants are issued for individuals under supervision, they are
communicated quickly to those responsible for public safety.
It also strengthens GPS monitoring, so violations are seen and acted on in real time, not missed.

These are not abstract policy changes.
They are the difference between intervention and inaction;
between life and death.

Patrick was my only sibling and my family and | will carry his absence every single day for the rest of
our lives.



The calls that will never come.
The moments that will never be shared.
The future that will never unfold the way it should have.

And while nothing can bring Patrick back, what happens next is still within your control.

You have the opportunity, and the responsibility, to act on what is already known.
To close gaps that have already cost lives.
To ensure that no other family has to stand where we stand.

So | will leave you with this:

If a system failure made it possible for someone you love deeply to be taken from you, and you had
the chance to fix it, would you hesitate?

Please don’t hesitate now.

Make this the moment where action follows awareness.
Where responsibility leads to change.
Where Patrick’s name, and Reagan’s name, are the last ones ever added to this devasting story.

Thank you.

| will stand for questions.



