
Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public 
Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 
667, the Reagan Tokes and Patrick Heringer Act. 

My name is Sarah Heringer. 

I am the widow of Patrick Heringer. 

I want to tell you who my husband was, and what he built in our community. 

Patrick was a decorated combat veteran who served two tours of war and was awarded two 
Bronze Stars and a Combat Infantryman Badge. 

When he came home, he continued to serve, just in a different way. 

Together, we built a place in Cincinnati where people came to do hard things. They built 
resilience. We built a community. And because of that, lives changed. 

People showed up for each other. They carried that strength outside those walls. What he built 
didn’t stay in a gym. It moved into people’s lives, into the neighborhood, and into the city. 

Patrick didn’t know a stranger. There wasn’t a single person walking the streets of Cincinnati he 
didn’t stop and speak to, regardless of who they were. 

That was Patrick. 

And that was the man who was murdered in the early morning hours of June 4, 2025, in his own 
home. 

A man broke into our house carrying a ten-inch blade. 

A man who should never have been free in the first place. 

A man who had already removed an ankle monitor and had active warrants out for his arrest. 

Because he was free, he entered our home. 

Patrick stepped in. 

He fought the man who entered our bedroom with a knife. 

Patrick was stabbed thirteen times, including a wound to the neck that ended his life. 

I held my husband in my arms while I called 911 and tried to keep him breathing. 

There are sounds you never forget. 



The sound of someone you love struggling to breathe. 

The sound of your own voice screaming for help in a way you have never heard before. 

Patrick died protecting me. 

If he had not stepped in, I would not be alive today, and neither would my sister, who was living 
in the home with us. 

The man who entered our home should never have had the opportunity to do so. 

If the notification requirements and monitoring standards in this bill had been in place and 
enforced, he would have been located and taken into custody before he ever made it to my 
door. 

Patrick would still be alive. 

House Bill 667 addresses the exact failures that allowed this to happen. 

It requires immediate notification when warrants are issued for individuals under supervision 
and ensures real-time monitoring so violations like removing an ankle monitor are acted on 
immediately. 

These are not abstract policy changes. 

They are the points where the system failed. 

This legislation carries two names. 

Reagan Tokes. 

And Patrick Heringer. 

Reagan Tokes was murdered in Ohio under circumstances that exposed these same failures in 
supervision and accountability. 

There was an opportunity to fix it then. 

The legislation died on this floor. 

Now there is another name. 

Another life taken under the same failures. 

Another family permanently changed. 

Nothing this body does today will bring Patrick back. 



Nothing will bring Reagan Tokes back. 

But the decisions made in this room today will determine whether another family stands here 
telling the same story again. 

Because if this body fails to pass this, it will not be a failure of policy. 

It will be a choice. 

Today, you have the opportunity to make sure Patrick Heringer’s name is the last one ever 
added to this legislation. 

I hope you take that seriously. 

Thank you. 

I will stand for questions. 

 

 


