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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and Members of the House Public Safety 
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on House Bill 667, also named the 
Reagan Tokes and Patrick Heringer Act. ODRC’s vision is to reduce crime in Ohio and our most paramount goal 
is to ensure public safety. We believe the legislation advances these goals and appreciate the General 
Assembly’s efforts to strengthen adult offender supervision practices and enhance tools that help keep 
Ohioans safe. 
 
On behalf of the department, we extend our deepest condolences to the Tokes’ and Heringer families. Reagan 
was a bright, determined young woman—a psychology major at Ohio State University with a passion for 
learning and helping others. In February 2017, she was abducted and brutally murdered—a devastating event 
that shook the community and led to landmark reforms in Ohio’s criminal justice system. Patrick, a devoted 
husband, U.S. Army veteran, and founder of Findlay Movement gym in Cincinnati, who inspired many through 
his service and commitment to others, was heinously murdered in cold blood last year in Over-the-Rhine. Both 
Reagan and Patrick remind us of the critical need to enhance supervision practices and to foster multi-agency 
collaboration to protect public safety.  
 
ODRC has collaborated closely with Representative Abrams throughout the bill’s development. She consulted 
with our department’s operational experts multiple times to ensure the legislation reflects the realities of 
supervising people in the community and she also engaged with criminal justice reform stakeholders 
statewide. The feedback received from these entities helped shape a bill that balances accountability, and 
public safety, and we are grateful for her leadership and the committee’s consideration. 
 
For additional context, Governor DeWine convened a work group in 2019 to evaluate how offenders are 
supervised in Ohio and to make recommendations on ways to enhance our practices and procedures. The 
group included representatives from across the criminal justice spectrum: a prosecutor, chief probation 
officer, criminal justice professor, and victims advocate. The group made number of recommendations to the 
Governor and DRC has implemented those that pertain to agency operations. I have included their report with 
my testimony. HB 667 builds on those changes and, if enacted, would be another significant step forward in 
enhancing public safety.  
 
One key provision of the bill mandates that DRC use a risk assessment tool to identify supervisees at higher 
risk of committing violent crimes while under supervision. Another key requirement ensures the department 
contracts directly with a single GPS monitoring vendor. Both are important changes (Violence Predictor Risk 
Assessment, 2022, Single GPS monitoring vendor, 2025) that have been implemented by DRC during the 
DeWine administration. A further key provision of the bill will expand access to GPS data for the purposes of 
crime scene correlation information that will very likely assist local law enforcement with the apprehension of 
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repeat offenders. These requirements will codify and enhance current DRC protocols to help further reduce 
violence in our communities. 
 
In conclusion, DRC supports the public-safety objectives of HB 667 and appreciates the sponsor’s collaborative 
engagement with our department. The bill strengthens the integrity of warrant information and provides a 
risk-responsive framework for GPS monitoring, both of which enhance supervision and community safety. We 
stand ready to assist the committee and the General Assembly with technical support and implementation 
planning.  
 
 
 
Annette Chambers-Smith 
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