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Chairman Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public Safety 

Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party testimony today.  My name is 

Craig Shumaker, I am the Executive Director of the West Central Community Based Correctional Facility, 

and a Trustee of CorJus, Inc. CorJus is a professional association that represents eleven publicly 

operated Community Based Correctional Facilities (CBCFs) in Ohio. I greatly appreciate this opportunity 

to provide interested party testimony on House Bill 667. 

 
CBCFs have existed in Ohio since 1978, when the first one was created by the Ohio Department of 

Rehabilitation and Corrections.  CBCFs have since grown to serve all eighty-eight counties in Ohio 

providing residential treatment to approximately 7,000 offenders annually, with several thousand more 

in a variety of outpatient programs.  CBCFs were originally just an alternative sentencing option for 

felony level offenders. However, as the need to help these offender populations in local communities 

have increased, CBCFs have evolved into robust therapeutic facilities, providing treatment at high 

dosage levels, and developing additional services to meet all the offenders’ criminogenic needs.  

 

CBCFs take a holistic approach, addressing behavioral needs like substance abuse coupled with 

medically assisted treatment (MAT) services, mental health, trauma, anger management, and cognitive 

restructuring. So as to help give offenders the best opportunities to succeed upon their release, CBCFs 

additionally develop residents educational needs through educational attainment, with most CBCFs 

being GED testing centers and helping them develop more employable skills through many different 

vocational classes and certifications.  CBCFs will then link residents to employment prior to release, 

assist with housing, and work on family reunification among many other needs.   

 
CBCFs have shown they are effective at maintaining safe and secure environments while working with 

high-risk offenders and addressing the multifaceted needs that lead to them recidivating.  With a more 

therapeutic culture created within, the environments are naturally suited to address many of the social 

determinants of health for this population.  Per Ohio Revised Code, a resident cannot stay in a CBCF 

longer than 180 days.  Every one of the over 2,000 residents within a CBCF today will be in a community 

sometime within the next six months.  Many residents in a CBCF will be there for 100 days or less.  It is 

of the utmost importance that we do everything possible to provide services to our residents to meet 

their needs while they are at our facility.  It is of equal importance that we do all that we can to equally 

prepare them to return to the community and have access to all the resources that can support them. 

 

We thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party testimony regarding House Bill 667, the 

Reagan Tokes and Patrick Heringer Act.  We recognize that this legislation seeks to address gaps in 

Ohio’s post-release control system to enhance public safety and prevent future tragedies.  Many of our 

member agency CBCF’s across Ohio do provide services to clients that are on post-release control.  

While they may make up a minority percentage of those we serve, they are still an important part of 



 

 
 

  
 

the population.  Ensuring that we continue to provide evidence-based services to this population while 

also accounting for community safety is a priority for our members. CorJus is also appreciative of section 

2929.34 (D) which states “Nothing in this section prohibits the commitment, referral, or sentencing of 

a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a felony to a Community Based Correctional Facility.” 

This will ensure the appropriate offenders can continue to be helped by the facilities for which they 

were designed.   

 

We understand that House Bill 667 was born from devastating and tragic events involving individuals 

on post release control and represents effort towards closing gaps within the system.  We appreciate 

the committee’s work in evaluating these complex safety reforms in an effort to protect Ohio citizens. 

As an association where it’s members work on a regular basis with judges, APA, ODRC, law enforcement, 

and county probation departments, we recognize how this legislation touches many of those agencies 

and look forward to continued partnership. We stand ready to work with the committee and all parties 

involved to provide as much feedback and cooperation as necessary.   

 

Chair Abrams and members of the committee, I appreciate you allowing me the opportunity to provide 

this written interested party testimony. 

 


