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Chair Abrams, Vice-Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public
Safety Committee, I wish to offer support for House Bill 667 as it will make Ohio a safer place.

Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association (“OPAA”) Director Lou Tobin is also testifying today,
and I expect that his support will center around the post-release control aspects of the bill. I wish
to focus on the aspects of the bill that surround eligibility for, or perhaps more appropriately
removing certain repeat offenders from being mandatorily subject to Ohio’s Targeted
Community Alternatives to Prison (TCAP) program. Like OPAA, I am opposed to TCAP in its
entirety, but restricting access to those that actually stand to benefit from TCAP is something that
goes to the core of public safety in Ohio.

When I talk to the citizens of my county, Fayette, their concern is crime. They appreciate the
ability of a judge to sentence violent criminals to prison. While many of them may see it
admirable that those involved in criminal justice want to see criminal defendants improve their
lives, the fact exists that some people are victims of non-violent crime, and some offenders are
serial non-violent offenders. As the TCAP restrictions currently exist, no matter how serious,
how many times a person has committed a non-violent offense, or even how many times a
person has failed community control, the only option left to the judge is to place that individual
on probation or incarcerate them in the local facility. The primary issue with this is that we are
left with a system without teeth, or one that defendants do not take seriously. I provide this
committee with two recent examples.

First, Matthew Betzko, is a twenty-five year old man, who is currently incarcerated with the
Ohio Department of Corrections. However, his path in getting there was quite lengthy.
Interestingly enough, even though Mr. Betzko has been convicted of four felonies in Fayette



County since 2022, he has never been convicted of a drug charge, and even though he has
essentially been on probation since 2022, he has never failed a drug test. Mr. Betzko is simply a
thief. On September 29, 2022, he was convicted of Grand Theft of a Motor Vehicle, Receiving
Stolen Property that happened to be different motor vehicle, and Receiving Stolen Property of a
license plate that placed onto the second motor vehicle. The plate belonged to someone other
than the vehicle. As a twenty-two year old first time felon in Ohio, Mr. Betzko was placed on
probation. During his time on probation, Mr. Betzko was non-compliant.

Then, on October 17, 2023, Mr. Betzko was convicted of Receiving Stolen Property, a felony of
the fourth degree. Again, the stolen property received was a motor vehicle. This offense
occurred while he was on probation from the year prior. Mr. Betzko’s probation was terminated
at that time, and he served a lengthy local jail sentence.

By June 1, 2025, Mr. Betzko was back in society, when he was arrested for Receiving Stolen
Property. Again, the property was a motor vehicle. This time the motor vehicle contained
several credit cards, none of which belonged to Mr. Betzko, and he was prosecuted for receiving
that stolen property as well. He was convicted of that offense on September 9, 2025. As of that
date as all of his convictions were for non-violent offenses, he was again subject to TCAP and
was sentenced to community control with a condition of that community control to be twelve
months in local jail.

A few days prior to his sentence, September 3, 2026, Mr. Betzko committed felonious assault, a
felony of the second degree, when he struck the jail nurse who was in the process of
administering him treatment. When asked why he struck the nurse, Mr. Betzko indicated that his
desire was to go to prison, because probation was not for him. He knew the only way to get to
prison was to commit a felony offense of violence.

Regardless of the fact that Mr. Betzko committed a violent offense, his actions prior to that were
regularly disrupting the affairs of honest, hard-working Ohioans. The evidence clearly showed
that community control could not help him. A victim of non-violent crime, is still a victim of
crime. Those that repeatedly commit non-violent crimes still need to be subject to punishment.

Another example is that of Scott Frump. Last week in Fayette County, Mr. Frump was
sentenced to eighteen months at the Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections for a felony of
the third-degree drug offense, with a concurrent twelve months for a felony of the fourth-degree
drug offense. In the case that become the felony of the fourth degree, he was actually located
passed out at a stop sign with his foot on the brake pedal. Deputies had to break the window of
his truck to gain access.

Since 2015, Mr. Frump has been convicted of seven felony drug offenses, two OVI’s, and has
failed to appear on bond. The Fayette County Adult Probation Department has tried every
available resource, all to no avail. Until the 2025, felony of the third degree, Mr. Frump was
ineligible to go to prison, as he was a non-violent felon. However, this defendant is someone
who can easily be identified as a threat to public safety.



I mention both of the aforementioned individuals, not to shame them, but to provide this
committee with real world examples of people that TCAP does not help. Past experience has
shown me that giving some defendants a small taste of prison can and does actually deter future
crime. Both of these individuals would be eligible for judicial release and available for services
when they get out. However, when we place people on community control that have repeatedly
shown their disdain for local sanctions, we are doing our law abiding citizens a disservice.

The provisions regarding TCAP in this bill allow us to continue to treat those who need it, but
also allocate more time and effort on those that want help. For those that refuse it or do not want
it, it provides another tool for the judge to use in a case to help make our communities safer.
Individuals, like the two referenced above, do not make our communities or even our local jails
safer. I strongly encourage the committee’s favorable consideration of this bill.

Thank you.
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JESS C. WEADE
Fayette County Prosecutor



