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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Upchurch, and members of the
House Public Safety Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 714.

Traffic fatalities and serious injuries across Ohio remain unacceptably high. These
crashes devastate lives and families, and too often our laws don’t reflect the severity of
the harm caused. That is why Representative Odioso and I brought forward House Bill
714, a bipartisan effort to strengthen pedestrian protections, clarify driver
responsibilities, and ensure that consequences better match life-altering injuries
resulting from negligent driving.

The bill has two primary elements: negligent vehicle operation causing serious physical
harm, and clearer right-of-way expectations when a pedestrian is on a crosswalk. My
joint sponsor, Representative Odioso, will address the crosswalk provisions; I will focus
on the negligence gap.

Let me illustrate the gap with a real case. In September 2023 in Grove City, Sandra
Hooker’s son, James, was lawfully crossing on a marked crosswalk in a medical power-
assist wheelchair. He had the right of way and was struck by a left-turning vehicle. He
survived but suffered catastrophic, permanent injuries, progressing from partial to
nearly full paralysis and loss of speech. The driver’s penalty was a minor misdemeanor.
That outcome does not match the harm done.

Currently, Ohio criminalizes causing death by negligent vehicle operation, but not
causing comparably severe, nonfatal injury. House Bill 714 closes that gap by creating a
second-degree misdemeanor when negligent vehicle operation causes serious physical
harm to another person or an unborn child.



This change is measured and targeted:
- It does not create new felonies.

- It does not lower the legal standard (e.g., recklessness remains distinct).
- It does not criminalize unavoidable accidents.

It simply aligns penalties with the severity of the harm.

This is also a public-safety measure. More Ohioans walk, bike, and use non-motorized
devices, increasing interactions on our roads. Pedestrians are especially vulnerable on
marked crosswalks, locations intended to be safe. From 2021-2025 Ohio recorded 11-15
pedestrian fatalities and up to 131 serious injuries each year on marked crosswalks.

Pedestrian Serious Injuries and Fatalities - Ohio (2021-2025

2021 176 530 15 87
2022 165 527 12 127
2023 150 532 12 111
2024 125 578 11 131
2025 146 538 14 116

(MORPC, 3/23/2026)

While marked-crossing crashes are a smaller share of total incidents, they are highly
preventable. The economic and human costs of these crashes, medical care, emergency
response, lost productivity, and permanent disability, are substantial. Strengthening
penalties reinforces the expectation that drivers must yield to pedestrians and that
negligence causing severe harm carries meaningful consequences.

At its core, House Bill 714 restores proportionality between harm and accountability.
Driving is a privilege that carries responsibility; when negligence produces life-altering
injury, the law should reflect that reality.

Thank you. I now turn the bill over to Representative Odioso to discuss the crosswalk
provisions.



