Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public Safety
Committee:

I'd like to thank the committee for the opportunity to address this important issue. | have been working as
a police officer for the city of Cincinnati for the past 26 years and for the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office
for four years prior to that. In my almost thirty years of police work | have worked in several different
capacities. One thing that has always been consistent and important in how myself and others do the job
is access to information that can assist us in doing our jobs to the best of our capabilities both for our
personal safety and the safety of the general public. We all know that we, as a law enforcement entities,
are not perfect and depend on the information that is available to us in any given situation. If | or any officer
has a general interaction with an individual in an official capacity the information we seek can be literally
life affecting for everyone involved. Technology over the last thirty years has changed dramatically and all
parties involved have less excuse to obtain as much information as possible in a very short period of time,
all for the betterment of a positive outcome for all parties involved. At times certain aspects take longer to
catch up than others and slip through the cracks. To put the blame on one entity is frankly unfair and
unrealistic. The most unfortunate thing is that it seems that most of the time it takes a tragedy to change
things and worse yet more than one tragedy. | can say one thing for certain and that is that | am tired, I'm
tired physically and emotionally. | have seen more than | ever wanted to, and to know that there could be
a system in place that could assist with possibly avoiding just one of these tragedies is frankly a no brainer
for all parties involved.

That was my law enforcement perspective, now my personal one. Patrick Heringer was a friend of mine
just like he was to so many. Getting a phone call on the morning of June 4th from a fellow officer left me
stunned and with so many questions. | went to the scene and stood outside wanting to obtain as much
information as possible. My next stop was Findlay Movement to try to speak with them. Every moment was
hard and | struggled to explain why and how. Though | have been on dozens of homicides, shootings, rapes,
child crimes and heard dying declarations it never hits as hard as when you actually have a connection. A
man, veteran, husband, encourager, friend, and member of the community. The absolute senseless loss of
his life disgusts me to this day and probably will for the rest of my time. | am sorry that | could not protect
you from this evil, that is supposed to be my job and | failed. How | wish | had not cancelled having that
coffee with you just a couple weeks prior. | still wonder if | had come across his murder prior to that day if
| could have somehow prevented it. To Sarah and all of Patrick’s family, | wish | could have done more, and
| am sorry for a loss that has affected so much.

Does good come from evil? | believe some good can. Because of the flaws shown to many, in Sarah’s
tenacity, and in revealing real truths about crime in Cincinnati, we can now, as law enforcement, have
another tool that might assist us in preventing another tragedy, another family grieving wondering how
this happened and what could have prevented it. | will speak for law enforcement and say this is needed
and its needed now. Access to individuals that have violated their post release control have again decided
that they are above the law and should be subject to such penalties as have been suggested by this bill.
Monitoring of these individuals are essential to the well-being of the community and thus should be
enacted as soon as possible. Please, give us the tools to help keep our communities safe and help move
H.B.667 out of committee.
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