
Honored Members of the Ohio House of Representatives, 

  My Name is Thomas Rollins, and I represent Clark County Partners in Prevention 
located in Springfield, Ohio, where youth nicotine use, while consistently lowering, is still a 
major concern for the children of our community. 

According to the 2024-25 OHYES! Survey, Clark County students in grades 7-12 
reported using vapes at a rate more than twice the national average. The most recent 
OHYES! survey reports that electronic cigarette use is 16 % amongst 7th through 12 graders 
and that those who report use also report past 30-day use in the range of 46%. These 
statistics, when compared to the Center for Disease control national results, of 5.9 % teen 
use and with 26% of teen users reporting frequent use at a rate of 26%, is quite alarming. 

Clark County Partners in Prevention has helped develop new school policies 
regarding nicotine products that include alternatives-to -suspension that include 
additional education for infractions, counseling and cessation programs. In one middle 
school I work within Clark County, I have been called in to meet with over 10% of the 
school’s population to help with additional education due to being caught with a nicotine 
product. This has been extremely hard on me emotionally me because this is a school that 
one of my own children attends and I can see firsthand what is going on at his school and at 
such a high rate. The administration is dedicated to reducing the numbers of students 
using nicotine products, but they can not do it alone. 

In Clark County 23% of students grades 7 through 12 reported to being able to 
purchase electronic vaping devices for themselves from stores and online. House bill 849 
will help to hold manufacturers, distributors, and retailers to a much higher standard by 
mandating the registration, licensure, and comprehensive inspection of retailers who sell 
electronic smoking and vaping products. The passage of House Bill 849 will help this public 
health crisis by providing clear authority to peace officers and the Department of Public 
Safety to enforce the new requirements and verify manufacturer compliance.  

House Bill 849 will also help to strengthen and reinforce rules and legislation 
already in place by enforcing explicit prohibitions against students using or possessing 
tobacco and nicotine products on school grounds. The Ohio department of public health 
reports that the benefits of 100% tobacco-free school district policy provide significant 
impact. The impactful benefits of a 100% tobacco-free school district policy include a 
decrease initiation of tobacco use among people and provide positive role modeling, 
reduces exposure to secondhand smoke and vapor, and prepares students for smokefree 
workplaces and tobacco-free college campuses, raises grades and attendance rates, 
reduces the amount of consumption by tobacco users, increases the number of tobacco 



users who quit and reduces tobacco-related morbidity and mortality, including acute 
cardiovascular events, and reduces health care costs and substantially.  

The Passing of House Bill 849, will establish state preemption of local regulations to 
create uniform enforcement across Ohio municipalities, which will help  to create a future 
that has more individuals who will never feel the negative effects of nicotine use and 
addiction helping to ensure better health outcomes for this generation of Ohioans and for 
generations to follow. 

Thank you for your time and commitment to keeping the youth of the great state of 
Ohio healthier by making informed decisions about their health and safety. 

 

 


