
Good morning, I want to thank Chair Person Representative Abrams, Vice Chair Representative 
Miller, Ranking Member Representative Thomas and all other committee members for allowing 
me the opportunity to provide testimony this morning.  

I am Dan Coffman and I currently serve as the Superintendent for Cambridge City Schools. I 
have had the opportunity to be a teacher for 4 years and a school administrator for the past 19 
years of which 10 have been spent as a Superintendent of Schools. I am here today to provide 
proponent testimony for House Bill 1260.   From the perspective of a public school 
superintendent, I strongly support the legislation because it provides school districts, families, 
and law enforcement with long overdue tools to address the growing use of illegal nicotine and 
vapor products among our minor students.  

This legislation modernizes Ohio law by aligning school tobacco policies with the realities 
districts face every day. By expressly allowing districts to adopt nicotine- and vapor-free policies 
and incorporating electronic smoking products into existing school tobacco laws, the bill 
strengthens our ability to maintain safe, healthy, and distraction-free learning environments.  

The prevalence of vaping among school-aged children has created significant disciplinary, 
health, and attendance concerns in schools across Ohio, and current enforcement mechanisms 
have not kept pace with the evolving marketplace. 

School administrators and families face significant challenges because of the lack of regulation 
surrounding the products our students can access. Increased regulation provides clarity and 
accountability while helping eliminate illegal products that are frequently marketed toward youth 
through flavors, packaging, and advertising tactics designed to appeal to children. Schools work 
tirelessly to educate students about the dangers of nicotine and THC addiction, yet many of these 
products are intentionally designed to undermine those efforts. 

School districts cannot solve the vaping crisis alone. We need coordinated statewide enforcement 
that addresses the supply chain bringing illegal products into our communities and ultimately 
into our schools.  

This legislation appropriately targets manufacturers, distributors, wholesalers, and retailers who 
fail to protect students from easy access to these illegal products. By establishing meaningful 
oversight and accountability measures, this bill represents a proactive approach to student safety 
and public health. 

As a superintendent, I frequently communicate with parents regarding issues related to vaping. I 
often ask parents whether they speak to their children about alcohol, drugs, sex, or other topics 
relevant to middle and high school students, and most indicate that they do. However, when I 
explain that their child may have access to vaping products on a daily basis, many parents 



respond with genuine surprise and concern. We must continue to increase regulation while also 
educating families about the prevalence of vaping and the importance of encouraging students to 
avoid nicotine and THC products. 

I recall one expulsion hearing last school year involving a male student who explained how he 
regularly asked his grandmother to take him to Walmart to purchase Visa gift cards. His 
grandmother believed he was using the cards to buy games for his PlayStation. In reality, he was 
using the gift cards to order vape cartridges online and have them delivered to his home through 
the Postal Service. He simply planned to intercept the packages on the days he knew they would 
arrive. This situation demonstrates how easily students can access these products and how 
difficult it can be for families to recognize what is occurring. 

The impact on schools is substantial. Our Dean of Students at Cambridge High School reported 
43 office referrals for vaping during this school year alone, noting that vaping has become a daily 
issue affecting students and school operations.  

At Cambridge Middle School, vaping continues to significantly impact both the learning 
environment and student health. During the 2025–2026 school year, the middle school issued 
approximately 25 suspensions related to vaping incidents involving nicotine and THC products.  

While vape detectors installed in restrooms have reduced incidents in those areas, staff members 
have seen an increase in classroom-related concerns, including students concealing devices in 
hoodies and personal belongings. A significant amount of administrative and instructional time is 
spent investigating reports, conducting searches, and addressing the ongoing disruption caused 
by vaping. 

This legislation recognizes that protecting students requires a comprehensive statewide strategy 
rather than fragmented local enforcement efforts. In many ways I see similarities between what 
we are encountering with vaping to the sudden onset of synthetic marijuana approximately 15 
years ago.   

When there was limited state regulation of synthetic marijuana it quickly became a significant 
problem for schools but as soon as the state regulated it closer, the issue all but resolved itself.   

However, in my professional opinion, the concerns with vaping are of far greater concern and 
have been ongoing for several years with limited regulation.  By creating stronger regulation and 
meaningful enforcement mechanisms, this bill represents a responsible and necessary step 
toward protecting Ohio’s students. 

On behalf of educational leaders committed to providing safe learning environments for Ohio’s 
children, I respectfully urge support for the Ohio Illegal Vapor Product Enforcement Legislation. 

 


