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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members
of the House of Representatives Public Safety Committee, thank you for
the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 321.

This legislation will allow special police officers to carry a firearm while on
duty serving the Ohio Department of Behavioral Health (DBH) or the Ohio
Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD).

These officers are no different in qualification or licensure from the police
we see on the street protecting us every day.

The problem is, under current law, these special police officers, which are
Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy (OPOTA) certified, do not have the
same protections that other law enforcement officers have today. They are
currently prohibited from being properly armed, which makes them
vulnerable to attack.

This legislation will allow these special police officers to be properly armed
while doing the following:

e Escorting a patient or resident outside of the institution
e Operating a metal detector at the institution

e Patrolling the institution’s grounds

Unfortunately, in today’s world, officers with a badge are always a target
and need to be able to properly protect themselves and us.

With God, all things are possible.



These officers are particularly at risk due to the nature of transporting or
escorting some individuals who may pose increased risk of escape,
violence—even pre-planned ambushes.

This much needed change in law will give our special police officers at DBH
and DODD the protections and tools they need to not only keep themselves
safe, but to protect the safety and welfare of the public and other police
officers as well.

During the Senate committee process, an amendment was accepted to the
bill with the support of DODD, DBH, and the Fraternal Order of Police Ohio
(FOP).

The amendment added additional firearms training requirements at the
request of DODD and DBH in addition to the existing OPOTA training
requirements.

This bill gives both DODD and DBH authority over issuing or approving
firearms used by special police officers and the authority to prohibit a
special police officer who is under investigation from carrying or possessing
a firearm.

The amendment also specified that the state does not waive its sovereign
immunity regarding the possession or use of a firearm by a special police
officer.

Senate Bill 321 was unanimously voted out of the Senate by a vote of 33-0
and has the support of the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio.

Thank you once again Chair Abrams and members of the committee for the
opportunity to present this legislation to you today. | will be glad to answer
any questions at this time.



