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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the committee, thank you for
the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 849 regarding the regulation and enforcement

of electronic smoking products and vapor products in Ohio.

This bill establishes a comprehensive statewide framework to ensure that electronic smoking and vapor
products sold in Ohio comply with federal law, are properly regulated, and are kept out of the hands of

minots.

The legislation creates a statewide product directory requiring manufacturers to certify that products sold in
Ohio have received authorization from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration or are currently undergoing
the federal review process. Products that fail to meet these standards will be considered contraband and

removed from the marketplace.

The bill also strengthens Ohio’s enforcement capabilities by authorizing the Department of Public Safety
and law enforcement to conduct inspections, investigate violations, and remove illegal products from store
shelves. Retailers and distributors who knowingly sell unauthorized products will face civil penalties and

enforcement action.

Additionally, this legislation prohibits marketing practices targeting our youth, including vape products
designed to resemble school supplies, toys, electronic devices, or products using cartoon imagery and

entertainment features aimed at minots.



Ultimately, this bill is about protecting consumers, supporting legitimate businesses that follow the law, and

preventing dangerous and illegally marketed products from reaching Ohio’s youth.

Thank you for your consideration, and we would be happy to answer any questions.



