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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public
Safety Committee, I write as the elected Sheriff of Wood County and a proud member of the
Buckeye State Sheriffs’ Association to express my support for House Bill 849.

I am deeply concerned about the negative impact that illicit vapor products flooding into Ohio
are having on the community I’ve sworn to serve and protect. These illiict vapor products are
manufactured abroad, smuggled into our country, and then sold to our youth, undermining public
health and safety.

Most of these illegal products come from China and slip into the United States by evading import
requirements and inspection. They are commonly mislabeled or disguised to evade detection,
allowing them to saturate the marketplace.

As Sheriff of over 20 years, I am alarmed because: (1) unregulated chemicals are present in these
devices; (2) the packaging is designed to appeal to children by mimicking candy or everyday
products; (3) new ‘smart’ devices that pair with mobile phones pose data security risks; and (4)
they fuel an underground economy that operates outside the law. These illicit products have
grown from a regulatory concern to become a law-enforcement challenge, threatening the safety
of our communities.

House Bill 849 offers a common-sense solution. Nineteen states, including Pennsylvania, have
adopted similar directory laws, recognizing that clear standards are essential to bring order to a
chaotic marketplace. Under the bill, Ohio would establish a statewide directory of vapor products
approved for sale. This list would give retailers and wholesalers clarity about what is legal, and it
would provide law enforcement with a straightforward tool: if a product is not on the list, it
cannot be sold. The directory would also allow officers to focus on bad actors who knowingly
traffic in illicit products, rather than stretching scarce resources across a landscape of widespread
noncompliance.

I have served as Wood County’s sherift since 2005, overseeing a 264-bed jail, the county’s 911
dispatch center, and a staff of more than 130 deputies. In addition to my role with the Buckeye
State Sheriffs’ Association, I sit on the board and executive committee of the National Sheriffs’
Association (NSA). The NSA also recently adopted a resolution calling for robust enforcement
against illicit vaping products and endorsing state directories as an effective tool. I view House
Bill 849 as Ohio’s opportunity to put those principles into action.
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While no single law alone can eliminate the problem, House Bill 849 is an important step toward
combating the issue, safeguarding Ohio’s youth and consumers, and giving law enforcement the
tools we need to uphold the law.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to support House Bill 849.

Thank you for considering my testimony.

Sincerely,

vk

Sheriff Mark Wasylyshyn
Wood County, Ohio
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