Testimony for HB 849

Hello. My name is Emerson Babian and I am a member of the YLC Statewide Policy and
Advocacy Group and also a member of BATS(Bring Awareness To Students), a youth-led
prevention group. More importantly, I’m a high schooler - a junior at Springfield High School.
At my high school, I experience a wide range of different cultures from around the world.
Different languages, traditions, and backgrounds all come together at my high school everyday
creating a melting pot of teenagers and teachers. Despite the abundance of different cultures,
there remains an issue that does not discriminate: the use of vapes and other nicotine
products.

It’s five minutes before our International Baccalaureate exam. I’m in the restroom with
one of my friends. He goes into a stall reaching in his pocket and comes out a few seconds later,
smoke fuming from his nostrils. It’s five minutes before our exam that we’d been preparing for
all year and my friend is hitting a vape. I tell him to quit.

I say, “Dude! Throw the vape away!” He doesn’t throw it away.

Instead, he smirks and says, “No way! I spent $20 on this.”

Feeling helpless, I don’t know what to do. My friend takes one last hit of his vape and
lets the smoke filter out of his mouth.

My friend is one of many people at Springfield High School that are addicted to
vapes and other nicotine products. It’s disheartening to see young people practicing such
unhealthy habits. But, with the ease that students are able to retrieve vapes, there is no easy way
for schools to address the problem. That’s why HB 849 is an important piece of legislation. By
creating strict regulations for vendors, HB 849 will create barriers of safety between students
and harmful, addicting products. This much needed attention is a step that we must take in
protecting vulnerable, young populations.

As a student, I believe that the restrictions on marketing strategies for vendors will help
to reduce the attractiveness of vape products to teenagers. These constraints will help to bring
more awareness to the serious impact of vapes, not allowing vendors to acculturate their
products to youth.

In my youth-led prevention group, BATS, I have seen the amazing effects of
environmental changes spearheaded by policy change. This is an opportunity to create serious
environmental change in the younger generations of Ohio and provide a safer society for the
students of Ohio.

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to give testimony for the House Public
Safety Committee. If there are any questions, please reach out to me.

Emerson Babian
ewbabian@gmail.com
937-244-8253
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