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Dear Chair (Blank) and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to provide written testimony for you all in
support of House Bill (BLANK). My name is Annia Ameur, [ am a member of BATS as well as
the Ohio Youth- Led Collective and today I would like to provide my personal insight regarding
vaping as part of the youth.

Vaping has become a prominent issue in both my community and Ohio as a whole. Data
shows that approximately 20% of Ohio high school students vape, this rate double the
national average, displaying a great crisis that needs to be addressed. However in my
community, Clark County, data shows that upwards of 46% of youth vape or smoke on the
daily, this is the highest in the state. 25 percent of those students reported that they
purchased these vapes themselves, whether it was online or through local stores. I was able
to witness this issue first hand at my school. Vaping has become prominent in the overall culture
at my high school, whether it is the fruity scent lingering in the halls or the frequent confiscations
occurring throughout the day.

What concerns me the most however is the lack of education and knowledge behind
vapes. Due to the way that vapes are advertised towards the youth, the general collective is
unaware of the dangers that vaping can bring. This can lead to youth becoming addicted to
vaping before they can realize it. It has gotten so serious to the point that peers in my class
resort to vaping in class because they simply cannot wait for class to be dismissed. | have
also found that many youth are unaware of the effect vaping has on their daily life. One day I
heard peers in my class that vape often complain over multiple symptoms that result from
excessive vaping which include poor sleep, headaches, nausea, as well as dry mouth. What
concerned me the most was that these students were unaware that the symptoms they were
facing came as a direct result of vaping.

Overall, as part of the youth I have been able to witness firsthand the devastating effects
of vaping on the youth. I believe that the lack of regulations, education as well as the way that
vapes are portrayed to the youth make vapes seem harmless while in reality they are addictive
and can make lasting impacts. I believe that House Bill (BLANK) will help to address this
problem that is so heavily occurring in both the state and in my community. Thank you so much
for giving me the opportunity to create written testimony regarding this bill, if there are any
questions please contact me.
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