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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House
Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party
testimony on House Bill 667 on behalf of the Ohio Chief Probation Officers Association.

The Ohio Chief Probation Officers Association’s concern with HB 667 involves the

proposed expansion of exemptions to the current Targeted Community Alternatives to
Prison (TCAP) framework and the potential long-term impact these changes may have on
prison population management, community corrections efforts, and the continued stability
of TCAP funding statewide.

Under current law, TCAP was established to reduce the state prison population for non-
violent, non-sexual felony fourth and fifth degree offenders while promoting local
investment in evidence-based community corrections, treatment services, supervision
resources, and diversion programming. Counties throughout Ohio have utilized TCAP
funding to develop staffing models, increase treatment capacity, strengthen supervision
practices, and implement intervention programs specifically designed to address the
needs of this offender population.

The proposed language contained in HB 667 appears to expand judicial discretion by
broadening exemptions to TCAP eligibility, thereby allowing additional F4 and F5 offenders
to be sentenced to prison. While we recognize and appreciate the importance of judicial
discretion in appropriate cases, we remain concerned about the broader policy
implications should these changes result in a measurable increase in the number of low-
level offenders committed to state institutions.

Our concern extends beyond sentencing policy alone and focuses significantly on the long-
term sustainability of TCAP itself.

TCAP funding was established based upon the premise that Ohio could reduce
incarceration costs and alleviate prison overcrowding by diverting appropriate low-level
offenders to locally administered community-based sanctions and treatment programs
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rather than state correctional facilities. If HB 667 results in an increase in prison
commitments among the TCAP population, it could undermine the policy and fiscal
rationale upon which TCAP funding was originally created.

Local jurisdictions have made substantial and ongoing investments with the understanding
that TCAP would remain a meaningful and supported component of Ohio’s criminal justice
strategy. Counties across the state have relied upon TCAP funding to support probation
officer staffing, treatment initiatives, community control supervision programs, and
diversionary services. Should prison populations increase to the point that the state no
longer perceives TCAP as achieving its intended objectives or cost savings, there is concern
that future budget cycles could result in reductions to TCAP funding, creating significant
fiscal and operational challenges for local communities that have built programs and
infrastructure around these resources.

We appreciate discussions indicating that the intent of HB 667 is not to weaken TCAP
funding and that the legislation is intended to provide courts with additional discretion in
limited circumstances. However, absent clearer assurances regarding the long-term
preservation and support of TCAP, we remain concerned that expanding these exemptions
could unintentionally diminish the effectiveness of a program that has played an important
role in Ohio’s efforts to responsibly manage prison populations while supporting
rehabilitation and accountability at the local level.

The Ohio Chief Probation Officers Association respectfully urges the Committee to
carefully consider the potential long-term impacts these proposed changes may have on
prison population trends, local criminal justice systems, and the future stability of TCAP
funding across Ohio.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and the opportunity to provide testimony on House
Bill 667.

Respectfully submitted,

Carlos Walker
President
Ohio Chief Probation Officers Association




