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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and Members of the House Public Safety 

Committee, I am Leo Almeida, Ohio Government Relations Director for the American Cancer Society 

Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN). Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on 

House Bill 849, legislation regarding the regulation of tobacco products.  

 

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is the nonprofit, nonpartisan 

advocacy affiliate of the American Cancer Society. Our mission is to "advocate for evidence-based 

public policies to reduce the cancer burden for everyone." To that end, ACS CAN will continue to 

prioritize policies that help every Ohioan prevent, find, treat and survive cancer.  

 

The sponsors of HB 849 are right to be concerned with the impact tobacco use has on Ohioans, 

especially our kids. Unfortunately, this legislation does not include policy changes that have been 

proven to curb tobacco use and improve public health. The language in this bill is being pushed by Big 

Tobacco companies across the country.  

 

This bill focuses on the regulation of certain tobacco products, including electronic cigarettes, requiring  

manufacturers submit certifications regarding the status of products to the Ohio Department of Public 

Safety. This bill also requires tobacco retailers to apply for a tobacco retail license issued by Ohio 

Department of Taxation. Language in this legislation creates lots of categories of various 

distributors/retailers throughout the delivery chain, which could create challenges if they are regulated 

differently. The fees for these licenses are minimal with a fee of $125 that can be pro-rated to as low as 

$25.  

 

ACS CAN supports fact-based policies proven to reduce tobacco use. At this point, ACS CAN  

does not have any data showing this legislation to be an effective way to reduce the use of e-cigarettes.  

The Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act gives the U.S. Food and Drug Administration  

unprecedented authority and resources to regulate tobacco products. HB 849 creates a duplicative  

process. The FDA already tracks and provides a list of premarket tobacco product marketing granted  

orders on its website.  

 

Proponents of this legislation argue that it is needed to address the illegal vapor products coming from 

China. We’ve known since the 1950’s that tobacco is harmful and has a definitive link to cancer. Big 

Tobacco companies have admitted in court that they know their products are harmful and addictive. It 

doesn’t matter if these products are manufactured in China or here in the United States, they are harmful 

to individual’s health just like how legislation brought to you by Big Tobacco companies, like HB 849, 

are harmful to public health.  

 

ACS CAN supports proven tobacco control policies that provide public health benefits, especially for 

our youth. HB 849 fails to meet that standard and is unnecessary. ACS CAN urges the committee to 

oppose this bill.  


