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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House Public 

Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony for Senate Bill 

321 on behalf of the Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police. SB 321 is more than a technical 

correction; it is a long-overdue safety mandate for the Special Police Officers (SPOs) serving in 

Ohio’s mental health and developmental disability facilities. 

Currently, the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (MHAS) and the 

Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD) employ Special Police Officers who are 

fully OPOTA-certified. These professionals undergo the same rigorous training, background 

checks, and licensure as the municipal officers in your hometowns. However, due to stagnant 

administrative rules, these officers are sent into high-acuity environments effectively disarmed. 

While the population inside these facilities increasingly includes violent criminal defendants 

being held for competency restoration, our officers are prohibited from carrying firearms or even 

secondary tools, such as Tasers. 

The OACP did not come to the legislature first. We initially engaged in a collaborative outreach 

effort to educate department leadership on the evolving threat landscape within these facilities. 

Our goal was to provide professional guidance and advocate for the equipment these officers 

need to safely fulfill their sworn duties. We specifically recommended allowing the carry of 

Less-Lethal Electronic Control Devices (Tasers) as a critical intermediate tool for protecting both 

staff and residents. 

While these conversations were professional, they did not produce any policy changes or actions 

required to mitigate the rising risks. It has become clear that administrative policy is no longer an 

adequate vehicle for officer safety. Legislative action through the General Assembly is the only 

viable pathway forward to codify the protection these men and women deserve. 

We do not have to imagine the consequences of a "no-weapons" policy; we have seen them. On 

November 17, 2023, at New Hampshire Hospital, a facility with a mission identical to those in 

Ohio, Security Officer Bradley Haas was shot and killed while standing watch. Officer Haas was 

a 28-year law enforcement veteran and a retired Chief of Police. Despite his expertise, he was 

forced by policy to stand watch completely unarmed. When an armed individual entered the 



lobby, Chief Haas had no means to stop him. He died in the line of duty because his equipment 

did not match his mission. 

In that tragedy, the shooter was only stopped because an armed State Trooper happened to be on-

site. We cannot rely on the "luck" of an armed officer passing by to protect our state facilities. 

Our officers on the post must be prepared to end the threat. 

SB 321 contains the necessary guardrails. It maintains state sovereign immunity and allows the 

Departments to establish their own high standards for conduct and training. An officer in uniform 

is a target, whether in a cruiser or a hospital lobby. Denying them the tools of their trade is a 

failure of our duty of care. On behalf of the OACP, I urge you to pass SB 321 and ensure that no 

Ohio family receives the call that the Haas family did in 2023. 

 


