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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House
Public Safety Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party testimony on House Bill 346,
commonly referred to as V.J.'s Law, on behalf of the Ohio Nurses Association (ONA). ONA
represents Ohio's registered nurses and other health professionals who care for patients in
every practice setting across the state.

At the outset, ONA would like to thank the sponsors and stakeholders who have worked to
improve this legislation. We appreciate the adoption of Amendment AM_136_2513, which
narrows the bill's dual-reporting requirement to health care professionals rather than
extending the requirement to every mandatory reporter in Ohio. This amendment
recognizes the unique role that health professionals often play in identifying suspected
child abuse and neglect while reducing the scope of the bill's impact on other professions.

There is no question that nurses and health professionals take their mandatory reporting
obligations seriously. Every day, our members identify signs of abuse, intervene on behalf
of vulnerable children, document concerns, and make reports to the appropriate
authorities. Protecting children is not merely a legal obligation; it is a professional and
ethical responsibility.

However, ONA remains concerned that even as amended, HB 346 places additional
administrative burdens on health professionals without addressing the underlying systems
issue that this legislation seeks to solve.

Under current practice, health professionals report suspected abuse to the appropriate
public children services agency. HB 346, as amended, would require health professionals
to make separate reports to both children's services and law enforcement. While we
understand the intent behind this requirement—to ensure that both agencies receive
timely information—we question whether requiring frontline clinicians to complete
multiple reporting processes is the most effective or efficient solution.



In many healthcare settings, nurses and health professionals are already balancing patient
care responsibilities, extensive documentation requirements, and complex discharge
planning activities. When child abuse is suspected, health professionals must also
complete medical assessments, coordinate with social workers, preserve evidence when
appropriate, document findings, and ensure the immediate safety of the child. Adding a
second mandatory reporting process means additional time spent navigating separate
reporting systems, separate phone calls, and potentially separate documentation
requirements.

More importantly, duplicative reporting does not necessarily improve communication
between agencies.

Rather than requiring health professionals to function as the conduit between children's
services and law enforcement, Ohio should modernize its reporting infrastructure. ONA
encourages the General Assembly to consider the development of a single statewide
electronic reporting portal that would allow a health professional to submit one report that
is simultaneously transmitted to both the public children services agency and the
appropriate law enforcement agency in real time.

A unified reporting portal would accomplish the bill's objective while reducing
administrative burden, improving consistency of information, creating a clear audit trail,
and minimizing the risk that critical details are inadvertently omitted or reported differently
to separate agencies. Such a system would strengthen coordination between agencies
while allowing health professionals to focus their attention where it belongs—on patient
care and child safety.

ONA supports the goal of ensuring that allegations of child abuse and neglect receive
prompt attention from all appropriate authorities. We simply believe that Ohio can achieve
that objective through better systems design rather than by creating duplicative reporting
obligations for frontline health workers.

For these reasons, ONA respectfully remains an interested party on HB 346 and urges
continued stakeholder discussions regarding the creation of a unified reporting process
that serves both law enforcement and children's services while minimizing unnecessary
burdens on health professionals.



