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Good morning, Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the 

House Public Safety Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide this interested party 

testimony on the proposed amendment to HB 346, V.J.’s Law. My name is Mary Wachtel, and I 

am the Director of Public Policy for the Public Children Services Association of Ohio (PCSAO). 

PCSAO is a membership-driven association of Ohio’s 88 county Public Children Services 

Agencies that advocates for sound public policy, promotes program excellence, and builds 

public value for safe children, stable families, and supportive communities.  

 

We have followed the discussion on HB346 closely since its introduction last summer and 

through its first two hearings in the fall, focusing on the bill’s provisions regarding reporting 

concerns of possible child abuse or neglect.  As introduced, HB346 would require all reporters 

to dually report concerns of child abuse and neglect to both a peace officer and the local public 

children services agency (PCSA) instead of to one or the other of these entities as current law 

provides.     

 

We support the amendment under consideration today which narrows the requirement for 

such dual reporting from all reporters to health providers as this addresses the specific concern 

that prompted the sponsors to introduce HB346. We appreciate Chair Abrams’ commitment to 
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ensure this bill reflects a targeted, appropriate solution and for the dialogue that we have had 

with the Chair and sponsor Rep. Kishman over these last several months.   

 

Thank you and I’m available to answer any questions you may have. 

 


