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House Bill 667
Interested Party Testimony

Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of
the House Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer
testimony on House Bill 667, the Reagan Tokes and Patrick Heringer Act. My
name is Harold Howard, I am the Vice President of Court and Corrections for
Talbert House, which is a member of the Ohio Community Corrections
Association (OCCA). OCCA is comprised of more than 35 nonprofit
residential reentry treatment facilities across the state serving all 88 counties.
Our providers are at the intersection of treatment and corrections in local
communities and knit many types of funding together to return your
neighbors with justice involvement as productive members of our society.

Thank you, Chair Abrams, for your leadership in sponsoring this legislation
and for your continued commitment to strengthening public safety in Ohio.
OCCA shares the goal of protecting communities while helping justice-
involved individuals successfully transition, reduce recidivism, and avoid
future victimization. We appreciate efforts to improve accountability and
ensure that Ohio’s criminal justice system continues to prioritize both public
safety and effective rehabilitation.

The Targeted Community Alternatives to Prison (T-CAP) program represents
one of Ohio’s most effective public safety strategies because it directs
appropriate felony offenders into structured, evidence-based community
settings rather than more costly prison placements. T-CAP recognizes that
accountability and rehabilitation are not competing goals, they work best
together. By investing in local community corrections systems, Ohio can
reduce recidivism, improve outcomes for individuals, and reserve prison beds
for higher-risk offenders while maintaining a strong focus on public safety.

The value of T-CAP is especially clear for individuals placed in Ohio’s non-
profit halfway houses and Community-Based Correctional Facilities. These
programs provide intensive supervision, cognitive behavioral programming,
substance use treatment, mental health services, employment support, and
reentry planning in highly structured environments. Participants are held
accountable while receiving interventions designed to address the underlying
drivers of criminal behavior. This approach gives offenders the opportunity to
rebuild stability, strengthen community ties, and successfully reintegrate,
ultimately creating safer communities and reducing future justice system
involvement. The residents in our facilities accept responsibility for their
actions and endeavor to lead productive lives as they annually provide almost
290,000 hours of community service while paying over $1 million in taxes,
court fines, restitution, and child support while they are in our facilities.
OCCA appreciates the legislature’s continued support and endorsement of T-
CAP, and we would respectfully caution additional exemptions to the
program.

Thank you again for your time and attention on this important matter. Should
the committee have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out.
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