
Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the committee, 
thank you for allowing me to testify today. 

My name is Roderick Creamer. I am a lifelong Ohioan, born and raised by working-class parents 
in rural Ohio. I am also a small business owner who has spent more than a decade working in 
Ohio's vape industry. 

I am here today in opposition to House Bill 849. 

Before I explain why, I want to be clear about something: I support responsible regulation. I 
support keeping nicotine products out of the hands of minors. I support penalties for retailers 
who knowingly sell to underage customers. I support removing bad actors from the marketplace. 

What I do not support is legislation that punishes responsible Ohio businesses alongside those 
bad actors. 

For more than ten years, I have worked hard to build my business. Through determination and 
sacrifice, I went from working in this industry to owning my own store. Along the way, I created 
jobs and opportunities for people from all backgrounds. I hired without discrimination and 
worked to provide wages people could live on. 

My business has also given back to the community. We have supported food banks, women's 
organizations, youth sports programs, and local charitable efforts because I believe businesses 
should strengthen the communities they serve. 

Today, businesses like mine are struggling to survive under an increasing number of state and 
local regulations. We have adapted. We have complied. We have invested time and money to 
follow the rules. 

Yet House Bill 849 asks us to bear even more burdens while placing enormous power over the 
marketplace into the hands of government agencies and a limited number of approved 
manufacturers. 

The sponsors have stated that this bill is about accountability and creating a directory of 
approved products. I understand that goal. However, when government determines which 
products may remain available and which products become contraband, the consequences 
extend far beyond enforcement. 

The reality is that many small retailers do not have teams of attorneys, lobbyists, and 
compliance officers. Large corporations can absorb regulatory costs. Small businesses cannot. 

When legislation like this reduces product availability, increases compliance costs, and creates 
uncertainty about what products can legally be sold, it is not multinational corporations that 
suffer first. It is the independent Ohio business owner. 



It is the family-owned vape shop. 

It is the employee wondering whether they will still have a job next year. 

It is the customer who loses access to the products they rely on and instead turns to online 
sellers or unregulated markets. 

The sponsors have argued that this bill creates clarity for responsible businesses. Respectfully, 
many of us who are responsible businesses see the opposite. We see a system where our 
livelihoods become dependent on decisions being made far away from our communities by 
people who do not understand the realities facing small retailers. 

I agree that Ohio should target illegal products. I agree that we should aggressively enforce age 
restrictions. I agree that youth-oriented marketing should not be tolerated. 

But those objectives can be achieved without creating a framework that threatens the survival of 
law-abiding small businesses that have spent years following the rules. 

As legislators, you have a responsibility to protect public health. But you also have a 
responsibility to protect economic opportunity, entrepreneurship, and the small businesses that 
form the backbone of Ohio's economy. 

I ask this committee to consider whether House Bill 849 strikes the proper balance between 
those goals. 

From where I stand as a business owner, employer, taxpayer, and lifelong Ohioan, it does not. 

I respectfully urge the committee to reject House Bill 849 or substantially amend it to protect 
responsible small businesses while still addressing legitimate concerns regarding youth access 
and illegal products. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions. 

 


