
 
 

 

Chair Abrams, Vice-chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House 
Public Safety Committee, 
 
On behalf of the Midwest Independent Retailers Association (MIRA) members doing 
business in Ohio, I wish to express a number of concerns we have with House Bill 849 as 
introduced.  
 
First, I want to thank Representatives Plummer and Salvo for attempting to bring clarity to 
the issue of approved electronic smoking products. We agree with industry representatives 
who desire to see states mirror the FDA approved product list to ensure consistency in our 
product inventory and safety for the consumer. 
 
The legislation as introduced would require a retailer to secure a license to sell these 
particular tobacco products. MIRA believes the need for a second license to sell a tobacco 
product is unnecessary and ineQicient for enforcement purposes. We would request that 
these products be covered by the existing license held by any approved retailer. 
 
MIRA would also request that the deadline for removing recently banned items from 
inventory be extended from 30 days as proposed to 90 days to allow our members to 
administer any inventory changes more easily or returns that need to be made. With this 
change and the one mentioned above, we would be fully supportive of this legislation. 
 
MIRA appreciates your leadership on this issue and looks forward to working with you on 
this and every issue important to Ohio’s small, independent business owners.  
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 

Jerry GriQin 
Vice President for Government AQairs 
Midwest Independent Retailers Association 


