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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the 
House Public Safety Committee, thank you for allowing me to present Senate Bill 
214 for your consideration and discussion today. 
 
Senate Bill 214 is a very simple bill with a sometimes-convoluted understanding of 
what we think of when we use the term “dangerous ordnance.” Senate Bill 214 in 
its simplest form removes the words “any firearm muffler or suppressor” from a 
list of dangerous ordnances in the Ohio Revised Code.   
 
If you look at the defined list of dangerous ordnances in Section 2923.11 of the 
ORC, it contains items like nitroglycerin, rocket launchers, grenades, and 
torpedoes. As the owner of five of suppressors, I can tell you that a suppressor is 
not even close to any of those items. 
 
Suppressors, sometimes erroneously referred to as silencers, are very simple 
devices attached to the end of a barrel to muffle the explosion from the end of a 
firearm. Simply put, it does not silence a gun like we see in the movies. While 
dampening the sound of a round firing, the bullet traveling well over the speed of 
sound still creates the loud "cracking" sound as it breaks the sound barrier. 
 
In reality, a suppressor is no more dangerous than a pair of noise cancelling 
earbuds that I wear on my farm while using a chainsaw or shooting a gun on my 
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range. Like a suppressor, these reduce the decibels of the chainsaw but do not 
make it silent. Like a suppressor, they protect my ears. 
 
What these earbuds don’t do is protect the ears of those on the range standing 
next to me.  They don’t protect the ears of pets on my farm.  Or my neighbor’s 
pets, or even my neighbors for that matter. 
 
A suppressor does those things. 
 
I can tell you that many law-abiding gun owners have registered and stamped 
suppressors that they use to prevent hearing damage and mitigate noise 
pollution. Like me, they purchased them, submitted to an ATF background check, 
provided two sets of BCI fingerprint cards, a passport photo and, until recently, 
paid for a $200 tax stamp for each one they own. 
 
With recent changes to Federal Law and the reduction of the $200 tax stamp to a 
zero-dollar fee, legal proceedings are moving forward to remove suppressors 
from the National Firearms Act of 1934. Specifically, because the fee was not 
removed but reduced to zero dollars. The stage has been set for suppressors and 
mufflers to be deregulated from the National Firearms Act of 1934. 
 
Whether deregulated or not, Ohioans must still follow Federal Law when 
purchasing a suppressor. If deregulated, they would still be required to submit to 
an instant background check like they do when purchasing a gun. Again, Federal 
law will continue to dictate how these are purchased and regulated. 
 
Senate Bill 214 was voted out of the Senate Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and 
Public Safety Committee unanimously, which means it had bipartisan support. 
Senate Bill 214 passed the Senate with a vote of 31 to 1 and has 16 cosponsors.  
 
Madam Chair and members of the committee, I ask that you consider Senate Bill 
214 so that we may realistically consider what a suppressor is and remove them 
from a list that contains rocket launchers, grenades, and torpedoes. Thank you for 
allowing me to testify. I will gladly answer any questions.   


