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Testimony before the Ohio House Small Business Committee
June 8, 2026 on HB 873 Free the Toys Act

Chair Ghanbari, Vice Chair Dean, Ranking Member Upchurch, and members of the
House Small Business Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on H.B.
873.

This one is simple. Ohio is the only state in the nation that prevents toys like
these, and others that use recycled materials in stuffed toys, from being sold in
our state. PA just updated their laws to allow toys with recycled materials and
Massachusetts does not enforce their prohibition. Leaving Ohio as last in the pack
upholding a pointless regulation.

| will admit, this bill may seem silly and certainly | am not helping by having a cute
stuffed animal example with me, but why | quickly signed on to promote this
legislation is simple. Outdated, pointless, unnecessary rules are my least favorite
thing about government. We have small businesses and big businesses alike that
want to do business in our state, contribute to our sales tax and quality of life, but
we are banning them from participating in the market for no legitimate reason.
This should make all of us upset.

You may be like me and likely never want to buy something like this stuffed toy.
This bill still matters because the prohibition on recycled materials is not just for
sales. Earlier this year, Maileg was exploring opportunities to warehouse products
in Ohio but learned that Ohio’s stuffed toy statute applies broadly not only to the
sale of products, but also to warehousing and manufacturing activities. Because
many of its products contain recycled polyester, the company was unable to
move forward with those plans without raising compliance concerns under
current law.

Similarly, Build-A-Bear operates a manufacturing and fulfillment facility in
Groveport that processes online orders. As the company has made a global
transition toward the use of recycled materials, it must maintain a separate



product line made with “new materials” solely to comply with Ohio’s
requirements. This creates unnecessary costs and operational complexity that are
not imposed elsewhere in the country.

Today | ask this committee to support removing horrible ORC and replacing it with
the same standards used by every other state in the nation. It is that simple. Our
current prohibition against toys using recycled materials has no basis in fact and
should be removed. The Department of Commerce has also indicated they would
be supportive of updating their unnecessary rules but need clarity from the
General Assembly before they can begin to do so. This bill does that.

With that Mr. Chairman, | am happy to take questions of the committee.



