
 
 

 

 

Representative Christine Cockley 

House District 6 

Technology and Innovation Committee, Sponsor Testimony on House Bill 524 

November 4th, 2025 

 

Chair Claggett, Vice Chair Workman, Ranking Member Mohamed, and 

members of the Technology and Innovation Committee: Thank you for giving 

us the opportunity to present sponsor testimony for HB 524. 

 

As you all know, artificial intelligence (AI) presents both tremendous 

opportunities and also significant risks without proper regulation. In some 

cases, AI has become a serious public safety concern, especially for vulnerable 

populations such as children and people experiencing mental health 

challenges. Several recent cases across the country have shown how easily 

young people in crisis can be influenced by chatbots that provide instructions, 

encouragement, or validation for suicidal thoughts or violent actions. 

 

Consider the tragic case of Adam Raine, a 16-year-old boy who died by suicide 

after a chatbot provided him with detailed instructions on how to take his own 

life. In the wake of Adam's death, his parents discovered that the chatbot had 

discouraged him from reaching out for help and even offered to write his 

suicide note1. No parent should ever have to experience the unimaginable pain 

of losing a child in such a preventable way. 

 

Right now, there are no protections in place to prevent AI systems from 

suggesting harmful behavior to users, including self-harm or violence. Cases 

like Adam’s have shown us how easily young people in crisis can be influenced 

by chatbots, which may provide instructions or even encouragement for 

suicidal thoughts and violent actions.2 

 
1 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ai-chatbots-teens-suicide-parents-testify-congress/  
2 https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/23/technology/characterai-lawsuit-teen-suicide.html  

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ai-chatbots-teens-suicide-parents-testify-congress/
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HB 524 seeks to address this problem by holding developers accountable for 

AI models that promote unsafe or harmful behavior. This bill aims to 

encourage developers to create systems designed with safety, mental health 

risks, and public health in mind. It allows the Attorney General to hold 

developers accountable should their models suggest self-harm or violence.  

 

HB 524 is a commonsense measure that seeks to protect Ohioans from these 

types of risks. It prohibits the deployment of AI systems that encourage self-

harm or violence and grants the Ohio Attorney General the authority to 

investigate violations, issue cease-and-desist orders, and bring civil actions for 

penalties of up to $50,000 per violation. Any penalties collected from these 

actions would be directed to the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline Fund, which 

supports critical mental health crisis response services across Ohio. 

 

We respectfully ask for your support of HB 524 to help protect vulnerable 

Ohioans, hold bad actors accountable, and strengthen our state’s mental health 

crisis response system. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. We are happy to answer any 

questions the committee may have. 


