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Chair Willis, Vice-Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim, and members of the 

House Transportation Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on 

House Bill 316. 

 

This bill will designate a portion of Chillicothe Lancaster Road, just outside his 

hometown of Amanda, in Fairfield County as the "MSGT Norman Michael 

Kilbarger Memorial Highway.” 

 

Master Sergeant Norman Kilbarger born in Lancaster, in 1921, served in the U.S. 

Army for over 21 years, serving in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam Wars. 

Among his many achievements, he was a recipient of the Bronze and Silver Star.  

He earned a Silver Star for his heroic achievement on 13 February 1951 while 

serving with Battery B, 15th Field Artillery Battalion, 2d Infantry Division, in the 



vicinity of Hoengsong, Korea. When their column was stalled, heavy fire caused 

the personnel to take cover. After dismounting from the vehicle, he voluntarily 

returned to his vehicle and manned a .50 caliber machine gun mounted on the 

vehicle, returning the enemy fire. He made several trips to the vehicle returning to 

procure ammunition and spare parts for the weapon. During all this period he was 

in an exposed position and drawing enemy fire. His cool and accurate delivering of 

return fire destroyed at least one enemy machine gun and silenced the fire of 

several snipers allowing the personnel to remount and the column to move forward 

once more.  

 

The following night when the order to abandon vehicles was given, Sergeant 

Kilbarger stopped a tank and that was leaving the scene of the action and placed 

three wounded men on the back of the vehicle. He then placed himself over the 

wounded men in such a manner that they could not fall off and that he would be hit 

by any enemy fire before the wounded men. The act was outstanding in that all 

personnel had been ordered to take cover from the intense fire. He realized that 

unless the enemy machine gun and small arms fire were stopped our losses in 

vehicles and men would be greater and that our chances of escaping the trap would 

be comparatively less. 

 



MSGT Kilbarger’s courageous service and selfless acts in combat are a testament 

to what kind of person he was and is shining example of the brave men and women 

who have dawned the uniform to protect this great nation. He is a hometown and 

American hero. 

 

Thank you all, again, for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 316.  


