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Chair Willis, Ranking Member Grim and fellow members of the House Transportation Committee, thank
you for allowing me and my joint-sponsor, Representative Miller, the opportunity to provide testimony on
House Bill 387.

House Bill 387 makes a straightforward, common-sense change to enhance safety for both patients and
the drivers of organ transplant vehicles. Simply put, this legislation allows these vehicles to use lights and
sirens in the rare instances when timing truly means the difference between life and death.

It is important to stress that this authority is not absolute. Lights and sirens will only be deployed when
medically necessary, such as when transporting time-sensitive organs such as a heart or lung. In contrast,
lab samples and stable organs that are not at immediate risk will not warrant their use. Even in cases
involving critical organs, drivers are trained and instructed to activate lights and sirens only in situations
of heavy traffic congestion or when it is essential to ensure safe and timely delivery.

Currently, the organization known as NORA, which Representative Miller referenced, operates in 31
states across the country, including Ohio. Of those 31 states, Ohio is the only one that does not currently
allow the use of lights and sirens for these lifesaving transports. This bill simply brings Ohio into parity
with the rest of the nation and ensures that our patients are not disadvantaged by unnecessary delays.

Finally, House Bill 387 is a budget-neutral measure. It incurs no additional costs to the State while
delivering a meaningful improvement in public health and safety.

Colleagues, the risks of allowing this practice are minimal, while the risks of preventing it are potentially
catastrophic. For these reasons, we respectfully ask for your support of House Bill 387.

Sincerely,

v A

Jack K. Daniels
State Representative- Ohio’s 32" House District
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