
 

Roy Klopfenstein 

State Representative 

Chairman Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim, and members of the House 

Transportation Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to offer sponsor testimony on House 

Bill 463. 

This legislation seeks to modernize driver education in Ohio by incorporating emerging 

technologies that track and verify practice hours through smartphones or in-car systems. These 

tools provide real-time feedback to student drivers and offer a more accessible, affordable path to 

safe driving. 

Current law requires student drivers to submit an affidavit confirming 50 hours of supervised 

driving with a parent or guardian. HB 463 introduces the option to complete 40 verified hours 

using a state-approved app instead. Additionally, the law currently prohibits parents from 

contributing any of the 8 required in-car instruction hours. Our bill would allow up to 4 of those 

hours to be completed with a parent if verified through an approved electronic tool. 

Importantly, this change is entirely optional, and the Department of Public Safety (DPS) would 

retain full authority to evaluate, approve, or deny any application based on safety or performance 

standards. 

Below is a comparison of current and proposed requirements: 

Age Group Current Law Proposed Change 
Ages 15-17 24 hours classroom 

50 hours parent practice 
(affidavit) 
8 hours with instructor 
 

24 hours classroom 
50 hours with affidavit or 40 
verified via app 
8 hours with instructor or 4 
hours instructor + 4 hours 
verified via app 
 

Ages 18-21 4 hours classroom 
25 hours adult practice 
(affidavit) 
8 hours with instructor 
 

4 hours classroom 
25 hours with affidavit or 20 
verified via app 
8 hours with instructor or 4 
hours instructor + 4 hours 
verified via app 

 



Since introducing HB 463, Governor DeWine has announced the launch of the RoadReady Ohio 

app through DPS, further demonstrating the state's commitment to innovation in this space. This 

legislation also ensures that the private sector can contribute to expanding and improving driver 

education options across Ohio. 

Ohio’s driver training schools are significantly overburdened, with waitlists stretching months 

long in many areas. This challenge is only expected to worsen as the new training requirements 

for drivers aged 18 to 21 take effect. The situation is particularly acute in rural communities, 

where access to certified driving schools is often extremely limited or nonexistent. HB 463 offers 

a practical solution by expanding capacity and helping ensure that all Ohioans regardless of 

where they live can complete their driver training in a timely and effective manner. 

Another key change in this bill is reducing the minimum age to obtain a learner’s permit from 

15½ to 15 years old, allowing young drivers more time to gain experience driving in all four 

seasons before becoming licensed. 

To be clear, our intent is not to replace the existing driver’s education system but to expand 

capacity, alleviate pressure on overburdened schools, and close access gaps in underserved areas. 

These tools could also be integrated into traditional driver education programs, offering 

additional benefits statewide. 

With new technology being developed right here in Ohio, we have the opportunity to lead the 

nation in safer, smarter driver training. 

I respectfully ask for your support of House Bill 463. Thank you for your time and attention. I’ll 

now turn things over to my joint sponsor, Representative Lorenz. 

 

 

 


