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Chair Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, and Ranking Member Grim – thank you for the opportunity 
to provide proponent testimony on HB 463. My name is Jason Wrather, and I am the 
Innovation Officer at Grange Insurance Company. Grange is an Ohio-based company 
proudly headquartered right here in Columbus.  

I want to applaud the Governor and the General Assembly for the recent changes to Ohio 
driver training laws and the focus on enhancing driver safety by requiring more first-time Ohio 
drivers to participate in the driver training process. 

In a recent press conference, we also saw the Governor and the Director of Public Safety talk 
about the positive role that technology and mobile apps can play in driver training.   

I am here today to support the continued modernization of our driver training process.    

HB 463 will provide an option, emphasis on option, for parents and their youthful driver to 
utilize technology as part of their in-car driver training requirements.     

Why is this important?  Well, research indicates that only 60% of young drivers obtain their 
license before age 18.  That means that almost half of all drivers get their driver license at 18 
or older.  With the recent changes that now require driver training for everyone under 21, it is 
not hard to see that demand for driver training is about to increase substantially in a system 
that is already under pressure. 

The modernization of our driver training system with HB 463 will address three fundamental 
challenges: 

1. Affordability – Technology can help reduce the cost of driver training for all Ohio 
families.    

2. Availability – This bill will double the capacity of driving schools throughout the 
state.  That means less wait-time and more weekend time slots for busy families.   

3. Accessibility – This bill will bring part of the driving process to the doorstep of Ohio 
families reducing the burden of driving great distances just to get to a driving 
school, especially in rural areas of the state. 

 
 

 



In closing, I’d like to highlight a couple of additional points.  

• The proposed bill does not require any taxpayer dollars…now or in the future.    
• If you are thinking about safety, rest assured.  This bill requires thorough review and 

approval of any technology from the Ohio Department of Public Safety prior to any 
use.  Plus, we have already seen the introduction and endorsement of mobile app 
technology by the Department of Public Safety. 

• Equally important, this bill will protect driver training schools and Ohio jobs.    

It’s a genuine win-win-win solution for Ohio families, Ohio taxpayers, and Ohio businesses.  

A small yet impactful modification of current law as seen in HB 463 is needed - one that 
explicitly allows the use of electronic devices in the driver training process.  

I urge you to support HB 463. Let's make Ohio a model for safety and driver training. I 
welcome your questions and look forward to discussing how we can make this vision a reality 
for Ohio. 


