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Matthew Kishman

State Representative
November 18th, 2025

Re: Save22 License Plate Sponsor Testimony

Chairman Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim, and
members of the Ohio House Transportation Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on
House Bill 419, which would authorize the creation of a specialty license
plate in honor of Save22, a nonprofit organization dedicated to combating
veteran suicide and supporting the mental health needs of our service
members, veterans, and first responders. When Save22 was founded, an
estimated 22 veterans, per day, were lost to suicide in the United States.

As many of you know, veteran suicide remains a critical crisis in our
nation. According to the latest data, approximately 17 veterans die by
suicide each day in the United States, with over 6,400 veterans lost in a
recent year alone. This heartbreaking statistic underscores the urgent need
for increased awareness, education, and support services. Here in Ohio, we
have a unique opportunity to address this issue through innovative means
that also generate vital funding.

Save22, founded and headquartered in Carrollton, Ohio, is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit that stands shoulder to shoulder with veterans, active-
duty service members, first responders, and their families.

The organization provides peer support, public education, outreach
programs, and activities aimed at preventing suicide and self-harm.
Through events, awareness campaigns, and direct assistance, Save22



works tirelessly to reduce the stigma around mental health and connect
those in need with resources. House Bill 419 would create a "Save22"
specialty license plate, featuring the organization's name and insignia, to
raise awareness and provide ongoing financial support.

Under this bill, purchasers of the Save22 plate would pay a $22 fee,
which would go directly to the organization to fund its programming,
outreach, and support services. An additional $10 fee would cover
administrative costs for the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. Registrants could
also opt to combine this with a special reserved license plate for an annual
cost of $50, providing further customization options.

By passing House Bill 419, we can honor our veterans, amplify
Save22's mission, and contribute to life-saving efforts right here in Ohio.
This plate will serve as a visible symbol of solidarity on our roads,
sparking conversations and encouraging more Ohioans to get involved in
suicide prevention.

I urge your favorable consideration of this legislation and am happy
to answer any questions. Thank you.

Matthew Kishman

State Representative
Ohio House District 50



