Sponsor Testimony for House Bill 419- SAVE22 License Plate

Chair Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim, and Members of the House
Transportation Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on
House Bill 419, legislation to create the SAVE22 specialty license plate in Ohio. | am proud
to sponsor this bill together with Representative Matt Kishman.

Purpose of the Bill

House Bill 419 creates a specialty license plate to support SAVE22, a national nonprofit
organization dedicated to preventing suicide among veterans, active-duty service
members, and first responders. SAVE22 focuses on outreach, peer support, connection,
and ensuring individuals have access to life saving resources before they reach a crisis
point.

The name SAVE22 is tied to a symbol widely recognized across the country. For years, the
number twenty-two represented the estimated daily number of veterans lost to suicide.
While the most recent Department of Veterans Affairs data places the number at
approximately seventeen to eighteen per day, the number twenty-two remains a call to
action and a reminder that even one life lost is too many.

The Crisis We Face

According to the US Department of Veterans Affairs, more than 6,407 veterans died by
suicide in 2022. Tragically, 232 of those were Ohio Veterans. These numbers represent
husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, friends and neighbors. It is important
for us to know that the veteran suicide rate remains nearly double that of the non-veteran
adult population. These are men and women who have served our country and often return
home carrying profound burdens including trauma, loss, moral injury, chronic pain, and
difficult transitions that can feel isolating and overwhelming.

Preventing suicide requires community, visibility, and connection, and SAVE22 works to
meet those needs directly.

SAVE22’s Presence in Northeast Ohio and in My District

While SAVE22 serves communities across the nation, they have a strong and very active
presence in Northeast Ohio and in the communities that myself and Rep. Kishman
represent. SAVE22 consistently participates in local fairs, festivals, charity events, veteran
gatherings, and community outreach activities. Their volunteers connect directly with



veterans and first responders, listening, encouraging, and offering practical pathways to
support.

Most importantly, SAVE22 regularly shares resources including mental health contacts,
crisis supports, peer mentoring information, and connections to treatment or counseling.
They meet veterans where they are and ensure that no one feels alone or forgotten. Their
visibility and compassion have made a meaningful difference for veterans and families in
our region.

How the License Plate Works

House Bill 419 makes the SAVE22 specialty plate available to any Ohio motorist. The plate
includes an additional fee consistent with Ohio law for specialty license plates. The total
additional fee is thirty-two dollars at issuance and renewal. The Bureau of Motor Vehicles
receives ten dollars as an administrative fee and twenty-two dollars is directed to SAVE22.

The use of twenty-two dollars is intentional. It reflects the symbol associated with veteran
suicide awareness and reinforces the mission of the organization. Under the bill, funds that
SAVE22 receives may be used for any purpose deemed necessary by the organization
which includes outreach, peer support, education, and resource distribution aimed at
preventing suicide among veterans, active-duty service members, and first responders.

The fiscal analysis states that there is no direct fiscal effect on the state’s political
subdivisions. The plate creates a sustainable and community driven funding source
without impact to the General Revenue Fund.

Why This Matters for Ohio

Many of our veterans and first responders will never walk into a counseling center or ask for
help directly. But they will approach a booth at a county fair or stop to speak with a peer
veteran who simply says we are here for you.

SAVE22 is doing this work every day including right here in Northeast Ohio. Licensing a
plate that honors their mission allows Ohioans to show visible support while providing
direct funding for life saving work.

Closing

House Bill 419 is simple, meaningful, and impactful. It elevates awareness, strengthens
suicide prevention efforts, and supports veterans and first responders in our communities,
especially those who may be silently struggling.

| respectfully ask for your favorable consideration of this bill.



Thank you for your time and attention. | would be happy to answer any questions.



