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Chair Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim, and members of the 
House Transportation Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide 
sponsor testimony on House Bill 618, legislation to create the Chillicothe 
Paints specialty license plate. 

I would also like to recognize a special guest who joined me today — the 
team’s mascot, Krazy Horse.  

Krazy is a fan favorite at Paints games, especially with younger fans who 
attend the ballpark throughout the summer. Like many mascots, Krazy brings 
energy and excitement to the stadium and helps create a fun, family-friendly 
atmosphere for everyone in attendance. Now, Krazy doesn’t speak — so I’ll 
have to speak on his behalf today — but I think it’s safe to say he would be 
very excited to see Chillicothe Paints license plates traveling across Ohio. 

House Bill 618 establishes a specialty license plate recognizing the 
Chillicothe Paints, a collegiate summer baseball team based in Chillicothe 
that has become a major source of community pride in southern Ohio. 

The Chillicothe Paints have built a strong reputation both on and off the field. 
The team has won multiple league championships and consistently draws 
some of the largest attendance numbers in the league, with many games 
drawing crowds nearing 5,000 fans. Families from across the region attend 
games throughout the summer, making Paints baseball an important 
community tradition. 

The Prospect League is the highest level of armature wood bat baseball 
played in the nation. Primarily in the Midwest with 20 teams in 8 states 
including Ohio with more than 200 players making it to the Major leagues. 



A large part of that success is thanks to the Paints Booster Club, a dedicated 
group of volunteers who help make each season possible. These volunteers 
sell 50-50 tickets, work the gates during games, provide meals for players, 
and many even open their homes to house players during the summer 
season. Their efforts represent the kind of community spirit that helps local 
sports organizations thrive.  

The Paints also help showcase the region through their broadcasts. Their 
play-by-play broadcaster, Jacob Wise, has been named Broadcaster of the 
Year in back-to-back seasons. Games are streamed online and carried on 
local radio, allowing fans across southern Ohio and beyond to follow the team 
throughout the season. 

House Bill 618 allows Ohio motorists to support the team through a specialty 
license plate. Key components of the bill include: 

• A $20 specialty plate fee in addition to standard registration costs. 
 
• $10 retained by the Bureau of Motor Vehicles as an administrative fee. 
 
• $10 directed to Paints Sports and Entertainment, LLC, which will support 
nonprofit organizations and schools in southern Ohio. 
 
The bill also has no direct fiscal impact on political subdivisions, and the 
BMV administrative fee offsets the cost of producing the plate. 

The Paints organization continues to grow, and the community is even 
exploring the possibility of constructing a new stadium to support the team 
and the thousands of fans who attend games each season. 

House Bill 618 is a simple way to recognize an organization that brings 
families together, supports nonprofits and schools in southern Ohio, and 
represents the pride of the Chillicothe community. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House 
Bill 618, and I would be happy to answer any questions from the committee. 


