
 

 

ohiohighwaysafetyoffice.ohio.gov 

Mike DeWine, Governor      Jim Tressel, Lt. Governor      Andy Wilson, Director 

            Ohio Traffic Safety Office 

 

 
Emily Davidson, Executive Director 

1970 W. Broad Street   

P.O. Box 182074   

Columbus, Ohio 43218-2074 U.S.A.   

The State of Ohio is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider of ADA Services. 

   

 

Chair Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim and members of the Ohio House Transportation 

Committee. The Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS) is writing as an interested party for H.B. 463, which 

seeks to make changes to driver education requirements in Ohio.  

 

As a division of the Ohio Department of Public Safety, Ohio Traffic Safety Office’s (OTSO) mission is to save 

lives and prevent injuries on Ohio’s roads by addressing issues mostly related to driver behavior. Driver 

education is a critical component of that mission. Research clearly shows young people who go through the full 

driver training program with a licensed driving instructor, and complete regular practice hours during the 

learner’s permit phase have less serious crashes during early licensure (Licensing Examination and Crash 

Outcomes Post licensure in Young Drivers | Public Health | JAMA Network Open | JAMA Network; Outcomes 

of Variability in Teen Driving Experience and Exposure: Evidence from Naturalistic Driving Studies). With this 

in mind, ODPS provides the following considerations.  

 

Research indicates that adding the option of parent-taught training to replace a portion of the hours new drivers 

spend with a licensed driving instructor would likely increase the number of teen crashes and citations on 

Ohio’s roads. Two prominent studies regarding parent-taught driver education show ineffectiveness of this 

method. A 2021 Georgia Driver’s Education Commission study found “drivers who had behind-the-wheel 

training with an approved instructor were involved in fewer crashes, serious injury or fatal crashes, and had 

fewer convictions than those who did not receive this training.”  A study by the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration (NHTSA) on Parent-Taught Driver Education in Texas found drivers who were taught by 

parents instead of instructors committed more traffic offenses and were in more crashes than those trained by 

commercial or public school-trained drivers.  

 

Reducing the number of hours student drivers spend with a licensed driving instructor is also contrary to The 

Novice Teen Driver Education and Training Administrative Standards (NTDETAS). These standards 

recommend 10 hours of behind-the-wheel instruction with a licensed instructor. Ohio is already below that 

standard. Reducing either of these requirements would water down the training further.  These standards also 

say that a “state shall require a minimum of 50 hours of supervised driving, with a recommendation for 100 

hours. The minimum of 50 hours of supervised practice driving should not be reduced by a novice teen driver’s 

participation in driver education training programs, nor should any other activity be considered a substitute.” 

Therefore, reducing the 50 hours would be contrary to the national standards as well.  

 

While OTSO is supportive of utilizing emerging technologies to assist families through the 50 hours of required 

supervised driving practice, using this technology to replace a licensed driving instructor is an unproven 

method, without scientific research to back its effectiveness.  

 

It should be noted that the BMV Affidavit (form 5791) now requires the 50 practice hours to be logged.  ODPS 

believes this important change will help verify that new drivers are actually getting the driving experience they 

need to make safe decisions behind the wheel.  

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2791283?resultClick=3
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2791283?resultClick=3
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/Outcomes%20of%20Variability%20in%20Teen%20Driving%20Experience%20and%20Exposure.pdf
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/Outcomes%20of%20Variability%20in%20Teen%20Driving%20Experience%20and%20Exposure.pdf
https://www.gahighwaysafety.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/gdec-grant-scholarship-program-joshuas-law-evaluation-report-final-v2-1.pdf
https://www.anstse.info/Resources%20PDF's/Document%20reloads/14%20-%20NHTSA%20-%20Parent%20Taught%20Driver%20Education%20in%20TX%20-%20A%20Comparative%20Evaluation.pdf
https://anstse.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/001-NTDETAS-May-2023-Edition.pdf
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H.B. 463 does include aspects that could strengthen driver training and graduated driver licensing by extending 

the required permit period for new 16–17-year-old drivers from six months to one year and adding additional 

requirements to the Ohio Driver Training Curriculum. Numerous research studies show a longer permit phase 

(9-12 months) contributes to a reduction in new teen driver crashes. However, that’s typically when it’s paired 

with a later licensure age (Graduated driver licensing: what works? - PubMed; Graduated driver licensing 

program component calibrations and their association with fatal crash involvement - PubMed; Graduated Driver 

Licensing Research Review, 2010 – Present - AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety; Dissertation or Thesis | 

National study of teen driver licensing systems and graduated driver licensing program core components | ID: 

nz806001q | Carolina Digital Repository) . H.B. 463 lengthens the permit phase by reducing the minimum 

permit age from 15 ½ to 15. Some sources indicate an earlier permit age actually leads to an increase in crashes 

among new drivers (Graduated Licensing Calculator). The additional requirements to the Ohio Driver Training 

Curriculum are beneficial, but it should be noted those topics are already covered in the curriculum, which is 

publicly available at DTO0108.pdf. 

 

In conclusion, research and data should be evaluated prior to considering new approaches to driver training, to 

ensure they will truly benefit Ohioans’ safety.  ODPS appreciates the opportunity to provide insight into this 

important piece of legislation, as we work together to protect Ohio’s youngest drivers, and make our roads safer 

for everyone.   

 

 

Emily Davidson 

Director 

Ohio Traffic Safety Office 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12221028/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23672925/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23672925/
https://aaafoundation.org/graduated-driver-licensing-research-review-2010-present/
https://aaafoundation.org/graduated-driver-licensing-research-review-2010-present/
https://cdr.lib.unc.edu/concern/dissertations/nz806001q
https://cdr.lib.unc.edu/concern/dissertations/nz806001q
https://cdr.lib.unc.edu/concern/dissertations/nz806001q
https://www.iihs.org/research-areas/teenagers/gdl-calculator
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/otso.ohio.gov/driver-training/DTO0108.pdf

