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Chair Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, and Ranking Member Grim, thank you for giving myself and 
Representative Miller the opportunity to provide testimony this afternoon on House Bill 729. 

This bill will rename the stretch of Interstate 75 which runs through Butler County after Patrolman 
Ernest E. Cole, who gave his life on that very road while serving as a member of the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol. 

Patrolman Cole was a part of the 63rd Graduating Class on January 10th, 1964. Less than nine 
months after graduation, Patrolman Cole was killed. 

Patrolman Cole was fatally struck on Interstate 75 in Butler County while trying to regulate traffic 
around multiple crashes which had taken place as a result of heavy fog and poor visibility. 

It has been long overdue that we honor Patrolman Cole for his sacrifice. 

Today, I proudly rise in support of renaming this stretch of highway as the “Patrolman Earnest E. 
Cole Memorial Highway”. Thank you all for your time. 


