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Good afternoon.  I am very excited to be here today to talk about traffic safety.  I want to sincerely thank 

everyone in this room who took the time from their busy schedules to make Ohio roads better.  First let me 

apologize.  No one in Ohio is more passionate about driver safety than I am.   If any one wants to talk more on 

this subject, or ride with me to see how I teach my kids, I am available. 

The state of Ohio is moving forward on improving driver training.  Other states look at what we are doing to 

improve their programs. I fully support some advancements proposed by HB 463. Lowering the temporary 

permit age to 15 is great.   We definitely need to improve the Adult Abbreviated program.   Those 

improvements are more centered on the testing procedures than legislation.     

Based on experience and proper teaching techniques for new drivers, we need to be careful teaching skid 

steering.  It is critical to teach smooth controlled approach to hazardous situations.   I have witnessed skid 

training in person.   This is not appropriate teaching for inexperienced drivers.   It is confusing and too much 

conflicting information. 

The fact that some families see spending 50 hours with their teenagers as a burden and not a reward is very 

disturbing.   Some parents are great at helping their kids drive.   Some are horrible.   None have the training to 

do what we do.   

The concern that driving instruction capacity is limited needs looked at from a comprehensive perspective.   

The BMV testing facility near me recently had a 6 week wait.   Due to improved staffing it got down to 2 days.  

When I bought my school in 2020, during Covid, we had 5 licensed instructors, including me.  Now we have 20.   

At one time our wait list was 6 months. Now we still have openings in May.   Some areas are underserved and 

some have more schools than needed.   The state is actively putting schools in highly serviced areas.  The 

market will correct itself in time.  There is no need to reduce safety for a momentary issue. 

I am a small-town Ohio guy.  I am willing to go other areas to fix the situation.   I have talked to the top of Ohio 

Chamber of Commerce and Farm Bureau to make sure business needs are met.  I have asked multiple DPS 

officials where the need is.  They would not work with me.  I have had students come to my office from as far 

away as Springfield and Gallipolis for lessons.   One state official spoke about his daughter not being able to 

schedule for months.   As a professional who is working to improve the image of our industry, I was bothered 

by this.  I tried to contact him twice with a solution.  I got no response.    

 

 

 



I have read through the previous testimony on this bill.   Honestly. I found some aspects insulting and a strong 

lack of understanding in training new drivers.  Some testimony is so focused on technology it makes it sound 

like technology is the solution.  Technology is a tool not the solution. 

We cannot rush to put in more schools without full training, inspection and auditing of each school and 

instructor.   We need look at the teaching programs each school provides.  We need to support schools looking 

to improve their teaching. 

I passionately support all informed improvements in driver safety training.  Technology can improve education 

when properly paired with well-trained instruction, but cannot replace the human connection of a caring 

instructor.  We do more than just teach driving skills.  We build the capability to observe and affect your 

situation.   We build the confidence to control your future. 

I train my instructors beyond the state minimum requirements.   I give my instructors skills to understand the 

way new drivers think.  This gives my instructors the knowledge to fully understand different students and to 

teach each student the best possible lesson.   We are highly trained and experienced professionals.  Our job is 

to make sure people can move from one place to another safely and efficiently.  We make the jobs of fire and 

police easier.  We save financial cost in vehicle damage, lost time, medical injury, infrastructure repair and 

death. I beg of you, please do not cheapen the value of what we provide to the citizens of Ohio.  Make Ohio 

the leader in Traffic Safety. 

 

 

Summary 

• HB 463 has some good ideas to follow up with 

• Several points definitely need revisited   

• The shortage of in instructors is temporary 

• There are resources to fix the shortage that have not been utilized 

• There is no need to reduce traffic safety at this time  

• We must support better, not just more, driver education 

• Quality Driver Education is a valuable asset for Ohio 

• HB 463 is not a good solution at this time 


